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Abstract. In a wide range of music history fields, the Baroque period has a 
prominent and unique position. This paper presents a comprehensive and 
detailed examination of the different musical features of the Baroque era. It 
explores the intricate harmony and counterpoint, the rich characteristic 
decorative elements, and the strong emotional expression that it conveys. At 
the same time, it also deeply discusses the profound influence of music in 
this period on social life. Through the detailed analysis of the specific 
musical works, it clearly and vividly expounds that Baroque music not only 
reflects the social changes at that time but also has a significant and far-
reaching influence. Meanwhile, the broad influence of Baroque music on 
subsequent periods was investigated, and its unique and unparalleled value 
in the annals of Western music. The findings and insights presented in this 
paper provide a comprehensive and in-depth understanding and appreciation 
of the musical nature and far-reaching influence of the Baroque period. 

1 Introduction 
In the long history of human civilization, music has always been an indispensable part of 
people's cultural and artistic expression. The Baroque period emerged in a specific historical 
context, along with the vigorous development of artistic and cultural activities. This study 
has important implications for the Baroque period, as it contributes to understanding of the 
complex relationship between music and the social, cultural, and historical context of that 
era. It reveals how music simultaneously reflects and influences the dynamics of society. 
This study is mainly conducted by analyzing the characteristics and significance of Baroque 
music. Literature analysis was used to search and read relevant materials and literature, 
including a detailed investigation of representative musical works of the Baroque period, and 
the analysis of harmony, counterpoint, decorative elements, and emotional expression of 
specific works. One will also study relevant historical literature and research materials to 
understand the social context and music trends. The advantage of this method is that it is well 
analyzed and compared with other musical periods, highlighting the uniqueness of Baroque 
music. The ultimate research objective of this study is to fully understand the musical 
characteristics and artistic values of the Baroque period. To finally achieve this goal, it clearly 
clarifies the role and influence in social change, and further explores its profound significance 

                                                 
* Corresponding author: espinalp@nwfsc.edu 

© The Authors, published by EDP Sciences. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution License 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

SHS Web of Conferences 199, 04005 (2024)	 https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/202419904005
ICLRC 2024



in the history of music, to provide a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of this 
important music age. 

2 Characteristic 
As a unique and charming art form, Baroque music, in its brilliant development process, was 
closely intertwined with the social changes of that time, and jointly shaped that special era. 

Bach's Goldberg variation shows its complex harmony and counterpoint techniques, 
reflecting not only the high artistic quality of musical creation, but also the pursuit of 
refinement and depth at the time [1]. This extreme exploration of musical skills is consistent 
with the trend of society in the field of knowledge and culture at that time. In the work, the 
interweaving of multiple voices is like the interaction and fusion between different classes 
and groups in society. The harmonious changeable and rich colors are just like the diversity 
and brilliance of social life. The use of chromatic skills is a symbol of the spirit of innovation 
and breakthrough in social change. 

Bach also based on the traditional German style of music, absorbed the elements of Italian 
and French music, and created many famous chamber music and orchestral works. The 
Brandenburg Concerto uses 12 different styles of instruments in the form of polyphonic 
alignment, fully demonstrating the composer's musical ability [2]. 

2.1 Complex harmony and counterpoint 

In terms of harmony, Baroque music also shows a unique charm. Through the application of 
symbolization and other technologies, the harmonious color of Baroque music has become 
more rich and changeable, adding more emotional color to the music. In addition, the 
development of the common bass also provided a stable harmonic foundation for Baroque 
music [3]. In the fourth season of Vivaldi, the use of the main bass not only adds a layer of 
harmony to the music but also gives the composer the possibility to try out more complex 
harmonies and tuning. This brings Baroque music to an unprecedented level of depth and 
richness [4]. 

As Bach said, " Music is the happy harmony that the glory of God and the soul can allow." 
Baroque music, with its complex harmony and counterpoint skills, has succeeded in 
expressing this harmony and pleasure. It is not only an ode to the glory of God, but also the 
most true and profound emotional expression in the depths of the human soul. 

2.2 Rich in decorative elements 

Rich decorative elements are also one of the unique features of Baroque music. These 
decorative elements are like all kinds of gorgeous decorations and decorations in society, 
adding endless charm to the music. For example, in Handel's Messiah, the widespread use of 
decorative sounds reflects the worship of the gorgeous and solemn society of the time. They 
not only improve the artistic value of music but also reflect the pursuit and change of the 
aesthetic concept of society. These decorative elements, such as etiquette, clothing, and other 
aspects of social life, not only enrich the expression of music but also become an important 
part of social culture. 

These decorative elements not only enhance the decoration of the music, but more 
importantly, the decorative sound enhances the emotional expression of the work. Through 
the clever use of Boeing and other decorations, some of the aria melodies become more vivid 
and beautiful, as if the jewelry are robes, adding beauty and charm to the whole work [5]. 
These decorative elements not only make the Baroque music more unique but also make the 

audience feel more deeply the emotion and artistry conveyed by the music when appreciating 
it. 

In short, Baroque music has rich decorative elements, making the whole work full of 
decorative and expressive power. These decorative elements, such as the soul of music, give 
Baroque music a unique charm and energy [6]. 

2.3 Strong emotional expression 

The unique feature of Baroque music lies not only in its gorgeous and complex music 
structure and its unique and harmonious processing process but also in its profound emotional 
connotation. This strong emotional expression is one of the important characteristics of 
Baroque music and an important symbol that distinguishes it from other musical styles. 

The strong emotional expression of Baroque music is closely related to social change. 
Monteverdi's Orfio and other works show the complex emotions of love, life, and death most 
vividly through musical means. This emotional expression not only reflected the inner 
struggle and pain of people in society at that time but also became an important way for 
people to vent and produce emotional resonance. Baroque composers were deeply inspired 
by the passions and emotions of life, and people tried to convey them to the audience through 
music. Therefore, the musical works of this period are often strongly dramatic and expressive. 
This emotional expression is especially prominent in the opera. At that time, opera works 
often involved love, jealousy, revenge, and other themes. Through the perfect combination 
of music and drama, the inner emotional changes of the characters are presented in life [7]. 

The music of the Baroque period is characterized by its drama and intensity, with the 
power to move and inspire the audience. It is like a mirror, reflecting the deepest emotions 
and thoughts of the human soul. This strong emotional expression not only makes Baroque 
music a unique art form but also makes it an important carrier of human emotion and thought. 

3 Discussion 

3.1 The impact on social life 

Baroque music had a significant influence on the social life during this period. Handel's 
"water music" became an important form of entertainment at the time. Music is played in 
churches, palaces and public places, often accompanied by important events such as 
weddings and funerals. The popularity of Baroque music also promoted the development of 
new instruments such as violin and performance techniques, further enriching the musical 
landscape. As one observer commented, Music has the ability to unite people and bridge the 
gap between different classes and cultures. The development of art has developed from the 
early single exhibition to the complicated and diversified art forms, all of which are closely 
related to science and technology and social development [8]. 

3.2 The interaction of Baroque music and social change 

Music, especially the unique art forms such as Baroque music, has a profound relevance and 
influence on social change. During its prevailing period, it not only faithfully recorded the 
social changes of that time, but also had a profound influence on the society through its 
unique forms of artistic expression. This interactive relationship is not only reflected in the 
interaction between musical style and social needs but also in the fact that music became an 
important expression of society at that time, expressing the style of Time and people's 
emotions through melody and rhythm. 
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During the Baroque period, with the rapid development of the urbanization process, the 
middle class gradually rose, and the social structure changed greatly. This change has had a 
very profound impact on the music field. With the rise and expansion of cities, the musical 
audience expanded from narrow court and church circles to wider social classes. The 
expansion of the audience scope not only promotes the diversification and popularization of 
musical styles but also promotes the wide spread of various musical forms in society, meeting 
the needs of different social classes. 

At the same time, social changes have also promoted the innovation and development of 
music technology. With the acceleration of urbanization, the demand for music is increasing, 
prompting musicians to explore new musical techniques and forms of expression. With 
advances in instrument manufacturing technology, the number of instruments was increased. 
Instruments, organs, violins, and cello instruments were widely used and continuously 
improved during the Baroque period. The development of these instruments provides more 
creative possibilities for musicians and makes the expressive power of Baroque music more 
diverse. 

3.3 The influence of political factors 

Baroque music was also influenced by the Reformation. During the Reformation, the rise of 
Protestantism triggered a revolution in religious music [9]. Baroque music was also 
influenced by this change, with some new religious music forms and styles appearing. 
Protestant music emphasizes concise, direct expression and opposes overly complex religious 
rituals and musical forms [10]. This change prompted Baroque music creation to focus more 
on emotional expression and personal experience, which made music closer to people's lives 
and emotions and became an important part of social and religious life at that time. 

In addition, the Baroque period was also a period of political turmoil in Europe, with 
frequent wars and conflicts between countries and a complex and changeable political 
environment. In this context, music has also become an important tool for political 
propaganda and national image construction. Some musicians express their political positions 
or promote the glory of the country by creating musical works of specific political 
significance. For example, Handel's Messiah is a prominent example of the combination of 
Baroque music and political propaganda, with its passionate melody and profound themes, 
showing the determination and glory of Britain, which became an important symbol of British 
society in the war at that time. 

In addition to political propaganda, Baroque music has an impact on people's daily lives 
through its unique artistic charm. During the Baroque period, musical activities such as 
concerts and opera became important ways for people to relax and entertain themselves. 
These activities not only provide opportunities for people to enjoy the music but also promote 
social and cultural exchanges. At the same time, Baroque music also had an influence on 
literature, painting, and other art forms at that time, and injected new vitality into the 
development of the whole field of culture and art. 

In short, there is a close interaction between Baroque music and social change. Social 
change promotes the diversification and popularization of music styles, as well as the 
innovation and development of music technology. Baroque music reflects the social style and 
change and has become an important part of political propaganda, national image 
construction, and people's daily lives. This interactive relationship not only enriches the 
artistic connotation of Baroque music but also leaves a valuable cultural heritage for future 
generations. Through the in-depth analysis and example demonstration of the relationship 
between Baroque music and social change, it can better understand and appreciate the charm 
and value of this unique art form. 

4 Conclusion 
The Baroque period was a great era full of musical innovation and creativity. Music in this 
period, characterized by its complexity, expression, and brilliance, has had a profound impact 
on social life and made an important contribution to the development of Western music. 
Baroque music had a profound influence on social life during this period and also had a 
lasting impact on the development of Western music. The Baroque period is an important 
chapter in the history of music, and its contribution is still reflected in today's musical works. 
By studying the relationship between Baroque music and social change, one can better 
understand the role of music in social development and the influence of social change on 
music creation. The unique charm and far-reaching influence of Baroque music will continue 
to inspire musicians and listeners to inject new vitality into the development of music. 
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