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Abstract.  

Research background: Humanitarian aid is about people trying to help 
the victims of crises. The needs of the victims of humanitarian crises are 
crucial for the provision of humanitarian aid. That is why this aid is an 
integral part of globalization also contributes to the deepening of relations 
between donors and recipients around the world. 
Purpose of the article: The purpose of the article is to point out the 
humanitarian aid provided and financed by the Slovak Republic. This 
expenditure will compare with the expenditure of the other members of the 
European Union. For a higher informative value, attention will be focused 
also on the comparison of EU states and Slovakia in terms of per capita. 
Methods: The scientific methods used in the article will be, in particular, 
to compare EU Member States' humanitarian aid expenditure over a last 
period. Analysis and synthesis be use throughout the solution of the article. 
Using these methods, the connections and relationships between the facts 
will be examined. Inductions and deductions will be used to interpret the 
results correctly. 
Findings & Value added: The result of the article will be a clear 
presentation and comparison of the Slovak and EU funds spent on 
humanitarian aid for a certain period. The results will make it possible to 
understand the importance of this assistance in the context of globalization. 
A comparison of the per capita conversion is an important basis for a 
realistic picture of aid with regard to possible capacities. 
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1 Introduction 
The issue of humanitarian crises is very topical. In today's society there are a number of 

threats that negatively affect the environment of states. Various negative events can cause a 

humanitarian crisis. In the event of such a crisis, individual states do not have the necessary 

resources to deal with it. That´s why other states contribute in the form of humanitarian aid 

to other states or regions that need this aid. Humanitarian aid is enshrined in laws, generally 

binding legislation and various documents. Organizations, institutions, communities are 

governed by international humanitarian law when providing humanitarian aid. 

Humanitarian aid has a tradition of solidarity and consists in people trying to help the 

victims of crises. Its goal is to save lives and provide immediate assistance to people in 

need. In the beginning, international humanitarian aid provided increased emphasis on its 

principles, quality and professionalism. However, humanitarian actors currently face many 

specific challenges. Humanitarian crises are becoming more frequent and their effects are 

becoming more severe. They are related to various changes, the changing nature of 

conflicts, the growing competition for various strategic resources, extreme poverty, poor 

public administration, but also the failure of states. 

The civilian population, especially from developing countries, is their main victim. 

There is a growing tendency to ignore or flagrantly violate humanitarian and international 

law. Interventions in the "humanitarian space" adversely affect access to vulnerable groups 

and the security and protection of humanitarian workers, which are two basic preconditions 

for the delivery of humanitarian aid [1]. 

2 Methodology 
During the preparation of the article, we performed an analysis of the literature dealing 

with the same or similar issues. We paid the greatest attention to articles included in the 

prestigious Web database from Science. These articles have the required quality and 

contain information that has allowed us to understand some of the links. Subsequently, we 

focused on the comparison of allocated funds from individual states of the European Union. 

For the sake of comparison, we have recalculated these funds per capita in the state that 

provided this assistance. We also tried to find out the dependence between the provided aid 

and the economic maturity of the state. For such a comparison, we focused on the GDP of 

the countries and recalculated it per capita too. 

In order to know whether there is a dependence between the funds spent and the GDP of 

individual countries, we used a correlation function that examines the dependence in 2019. 

The correlation coefficient can take values from the interval <-1, 1> "if the correlation 

coefficient is equal to 0, it means that there is no relationship between the investigated 

quantities. If it is equal to one, then the quantities are directly dependent on each other, an 

increase of one quantity causes an increase of the other, if it is equal to −1, an increase of 

one quantity causes a decrease of the other quantity. Table 1 shows the interpretation of the 

values of the correlation coefficient [2]. 

Correl (X,Y) = [ ∑(x- x̄)(y- ȳ)]/[ ∑(√( x- x̄)2)∑(y- ȳ)2]                 (1) 
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When x Є Amount provided Humanitarian aid per capita 

          y Є GDP per capita in PPS  

and  x̄, ȳ are string value AVERAGE x and y 

Table 1. Interpretation of correlation coefficient values. [2] 

The value of the correlation coefficient Interpretation 
0,90 do 1,00 (-1,00 do -0,90) very high correlation 

0,70 do 0,90 (-0,90 do -0,70) high correlation 

0,50 do 0,70 (-0,70 do -0,50) medium correlation 

0,30 do 0,50 (-0,50 do -0,30) low correlation 

0,00 do 0,30 (-0,30 do 0,00) very low or no correlation 

It was important to focus on Slovakia. From the point of view of humanitarian aid 

through analysis and synthesis, we focused on funding to affected countries and funding by 

sector. 

3  Results 

The European Union as an organization of international crisis management in 
resolving humanitarian crises

Crisis management is an interdisciplinary scientific discipline that deals with 

management as a purposefully oriented activity of people.  Its mission is to create a 

management methodology with an emphasis on achieving the effectiveness of this activity 

in relation to the target stated, i.e. protection the mankind the material values and 

environment against the effects of the crisis phenomena during the time we are overcoming 

them. It has a coordination character; it unifies and directs people of various occupations. 

Last, but not least, the crisis management is a managing activity of people who fulfil the 

management functions in a specific environment different from the common administrative 

and manufacturing environment. It is also the mastery to be able to solve concrete crisis 

phenomena and to select corresponding approaches in concrete conditions [3]. 

The importance of crisis prediction is unquestionable. One of the features of crises and 

crisis situations is the lack of time and information, which places high demands on 

managers and decision-makers. These requirements for the readiness of people in specific 

positions and for the decision-making process are increasing [4, 5]. Like any business, it 

should address potential failures that may be caused by various factors. These factors and 

the chain failure of companies can affect the economic situation of the company. Therefore, 

it is necessary for the state to pay attention to them. For businesses, inefficient management 

can lead to losses, in the worst-case bankruptcy [6]. In the case of the state, this can lead to 

a humanitarian crisis. Various tools can be used to prevent it. Innovation is currently one of 

the most important tools for maintaining and improving the development of the state 

economy and increasing competitiveness in the local and global environment [7]. A natural 

disaster will also affect an economically developed state, sometimes such a state will refuse 

humanitarian aid and will be able to deal with the situation on its own. Refusal was due to 

the bureaucratic obstacles and administrative failures in certain cases. It is therefore 

necessary that the humanitarian aid process be as appropriate as possible [8]. In order for 

these countries to be able to manage the crisis, it is necessary for them to have a transparent 

banking and financial system. Disclosure of specific banks and the financial system 

increases the stability of the system during crises and allows citizens to feel better about 

managing crises [9]. In the case of states, it is important to focus attention on their 

individual territorial units. As often, the problems in the state themselves are different in its 
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parts. Therefore, a specific approach to all parts of the country is needed to manage the 

crisis [10, 11]. There is also a different representation of companies in individual regions, 

which serve as part of the globalization mechanism for crisis prevention. Therefore, it is of 

course justified to focus on the composition of these enterprises and to invest in their 

development or in new enterprises that could improve the situation in the state [12]. In 

order to prevent a crisis or reduce its negative impact, it is necessary for the crisis 

management mechanism to be able to analyse all risks. It is the early identification of risks 

that have an impact on the environment that will allow appropriate measures to be taken 

when smaller resources need to be allocated [13]. 

The European Union, as a grouping of prosperous states, seeks to help states affected by 

the humanitarian crisis. They set aside funds to manage it and provide them in the form of 

humanitarian aid. However, Member States are different in terms of the level of their 

economy. They can be divided into three groups. The first group is composed of the most 

economically developed countries, which were adopted before 1995. The second group 

includes a large number of Central and Eastern European countries adopted in 2004. The 

last group are countries adopted after 2004 to the present [15]. The European Union is an 

organization of international crisis management. Its Member States set aside funds in the 

form of humanitarian aid for countries in need. Figure 1 shows the amounts of funds 

provided for the most recent year 2019. The amount of funds was converted from dollars, in 

which the individual amounts were displayed in euros. This conversion was based on the 

average dollar exchange rate against the euro for the year. The data were drawn from the 

OCHA Services database. For the states of Greece and Hungary, the amount was € 0 due to 

the fact that no data were provided for the OCHA database. Therefore, these countries are 

not included in the comparison. 
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Fig. 1. The member countries of the EU and humanitarian aid and GDP provided per capita in 2019. 

[14, 15] 

The largest donor per capita is Denmark, which in 2019 contributed € 70.6 per capita. 

Subsequently, Sweden was € 59.83 per capita. The third was Luxembourg with a 

humanitarian aid amount of € 47.6 per capita. Luxembourg also had the highest GDP per 

capita in PPS in that year. Slovakia was in 21st place and provided € 0.05 per capita that 

year. In order to find out whether there is a dependence between the funds spent and the 

GDP of individual states, we used the correlation function, which examines the given 

dependence in 2019. 
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                              Correl (X,Y) = 0,63        (2) 

 The result points to a moderately strong correlation, i.e. the dependence between the 

donated amount and the GDP of the state is moderately strong. This means that GDP is not 

the main factor influencing the funding allocated to voluntary assistance. The main factor is 

the willingness of the state to help others in need. 

Humanitarian aid of Slovakia in the environment of globalization 

The coordinator and implementer of the provision of official humanitarian aid of the 

Slovak Republic abroad is the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic. The Ministry 

of the Interior of the Slovak Republic also provides activities related to humanitarian aid 

through the Crisis Management Section. Slovakia uses international humanitarian 

organizations, such as: 

�The International Committee of the Red Cross 

�United Nations Children's Fund 

�the UN Refugee Agency 

�International Organization for Migration 

�United Nations World Food Programme 

�Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

�United Nations Development Programme, etc. 

The new system Slovak humanitarian aid is aimed at increasing the reaction rate, 

greater flexibility and coordination, thus contributing to the overall improvement of 

targeting and results of the aid granted. The mechanism defines the competencies and 

responsibilities of central state administration bodies and expands the focus of Slovak 

humanitarian aid with new forms, creating opportunities for the involvement of other actors 

in its provision [17]. 

In 2019, Slovakia contributed € 271,512 to humanitarian aid. It is necessary to pay 

attention to what these funds are spent on. Figure 2 shows that 36.7 % was provided for 

assistance in South Sudan and 37.5 % was in Yemen. 11 % was set aside to help occupied 

the Palestinian territory, and 11 % went to others that are not specified, assigned or cannot 

be fully determined for use. 

SHS Web of Conferences 92, 0 (2021)

Globalization and its Socio-Economic Consequences 2020
7035 https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/20219207035

 

5



37%

37%

11%

15%

Yemen South Sudan occupied Palestian territory others

Fig. 2. Funding to affected countries. [18]

Figure 3 shows which sectors have been allocated funding from Slovakia in the 

framework of humanitarian aid. The largest part of 39.8 % went to unspecified aid, or not 

exactly included. 36.7 % was allocated to healthcare, 14.8 % was allocated to coordination 

support services and 8.7% to food security. 

Fig. 3. Funding by sector. [18]

Pointing out problematic parts of crisis situations allows crisis management to better 

understand the shortcomings. This information should serve as a source of information to 

address humanitarian crises more effectively and to address shortcomings in the way they 

learn from the past [19]. 
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4 Conclusions 
Crisis situations negatively affect the environment of states. Their range can disrupt a 

stable system in their environment. In the event of a major crisis, the state may have 

difficulty dealing with them. Just humanitarian aid from countries that are doing better, 

help them in the short term to overcome most problems. In this article, we focused on the 

assistance provided by the European Union as a crisis management organization. We 

calculated the spending of funds per capita and compared it with their GDP. We have found 

that their economic situation is not a major contributor to the humanitarian aid mechanism. 

In 2019, Slovakia was in 21st place among the countries being compared. It is also 

important to point out which countries and to which sectors Slovakia has allocated funds. It 

is such monitoring, that will make it possible to emphasize the importance of helping other 

states. Such comparisons and analyses should be carried out annually, with little result in 

clearly pointing out the most problematic areas of crisis and the countries most affected by 

crises.

This paper was supported by project VEGA 1/0755/18. 
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