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Abstract. This article is devoted to the investigation of Russia-China 

higher education cooperation. Both countries are involved in the 

modernization process in the framework of the global educational 

environment, which stimulates the achievement of a high level of teaching 

and provides a variety of research forms and international experience in 

joint adaptation. Special attention is paid to three main constituencies of 

academic innovative cooperation namely students’ engagement, lecturers 

and researchers’ involvement and creation of joint universities and research 

centers with their definite purposes, current status and priorities 

respectively. The article makes recommendations in terms of strengthening 

the bilateral Russian-Chinese educational process and overcoming the 
barriers that arise in this alliance. 

1 Introduction 
Nowadays under the conditions of economic and social world community development, 

further science and technologies progress, each country is involved in increasing the 

requirements for the education system, content and methods of teaching. In general, a 

university aims at reproducing and transferring social experience due to the peculiar 

features of the social and economic systems. Thus an expansive international scientific 

cooperation and innovative capacity are viewed as priority goals in Russia and China in the 

framework of science and educational cooperation. 

It is worth mentioning that under the conditions of obvious limitations in terms of 

extensive innovation models of Russian and Chinese economic development, the use of 

bilateral scientific and educational cooperation, focused on increasing the national 

innovation potential is of great interest. It is assumed, that modernization of an education 

system demands studying of different foreign countries experience. This article is devoted 

to the investigation of innovation model of relations between Russia and China in the 

context of scientific and educational cooperation. 
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2 Research methods
This research paper is based on the implementation of the general scientific methods:

generalization, deduction, a situational analysis as well as comparative and sampling 

methods, etc. Undoubtedly, the implementation of these research methods will contribute to 

submitting a profound analysis of objective advantages of each constituencies with their 

unique niches and features, referring to bilateral academic interaction in a broader scope.

Three main areas of academic cooperation are identified as variables: attracting foreign 

student; attracting foreign lecturers and researchers; and establishing joint universities and 

research centers. Based on the situational analysis of the necessary resources and possible 

effects of these investigated areas, a conclusion is made about the priorities of academic 

cooperation and tasks within each area, i.e. about the “hierarchical arrangement” of 

variables [1]. In terms of a sampling method, in our research paper we use it for ranking 

Russia and China in the world by the education level index (see Table 1), where the first 

place corresponds to the highest indicator value, and the last one to the lowest [2].

Table 1. Ranking of countries in the world by the education level index

Rating Country Index

1 Germany 0.946

… 33 Russia 0.832

… 110 China 0.636

… 189 Nigeria 0.243

Source: United Nations Development Program: Human Development Index (HDI): 

Education Index, 2019. [URL: hdr.undp.org.]

The World Education Index is a combined indicator of the United Nations Development 

Program (UNDP), measuring the achievements of a country in terms of the education level 

of its population by two key indicators: 1) adult literacy index (2/3 weight) and 2) index of 

the total share of students receiving primary, secondary and higher education (1/3 of the 

weight). But it’s worth highlighting, that such a versatile indicator possesses a number of 

limitations reflecting the quality of education itself, and on the other hand, this index does 

not take into account the foreign students, which may distort data for some small countries.

3 Problem statement and discussion

3.1 Current status of Russian-Chinese educational cooperation

In recent years, higher education cooperation between Russia and China is mainly 

concerned with strengthening their competitiveness in student and staff mobility, research 

cooperation, joint degree education provision, etc. As it is accepted by the scientific 

community worldwide, higher education in general, and in Russia and China particularly, 

coincides to great extent, embracing the following constituencies:

SHS Web of Conferences 99, 01025 (2021)

DIHELT 2021
https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/20219901025

 

2



� an increase in international reputation and competitiveness of both countries,

which largely depends on intellectual capacity and technology as well as effective 

institution performance and the education organization itself;

� the opportunity to get a high-paid job and make a  successful carrier;

� the possibility of getting a huge amount of information about universities, 

expanding the students’ worldview;

� the growing demands for higher education by importing high quality education 

resources from both countries.

At present, the university’ missions of teaching, research and economic development 

are evoking from being merely a facilitator for transferring technology to individual firms 

to being a force for fostering regional economic and social development [3].

The matter is that both universities operate in an innovative mode, assuming that the 

innovating process itself is a motivated, purposeful and conscious process for the creation, 

development, use and dissemination of modern (or modernized) ideas (theories, techniques, 

technologies, etc) that are relevant and adapted to these conditions and meet certain criteria

[4]. On the other hand, Chinese and Russian universities are involved in the process of 

higher education internationalization, defined as a factor in the educational organization 

development and its subjects, which stimulates the achievement of a high level of teaching; 

provides a variety of research forms and design activities, co-adaptation of international 

experience, etc. [5]. Actually, when cooperating with Russian higher education, China is 

more concerned with importing advanced Russian education resources to enhance the

capacity of its universities. Yet, China, has overtaken the United States in terms of total 

number of science publications. Indeed, both countries are on the verge of becoming global 

actors in science, technology and innovation. Nevertheless, we can also acknowledge some 

obstacles in this issue, including the following aspects: a lack of trust and mutual 

understanding between Russian and Chinese universities. In broader scope, China is still 

facing a dilemma between either to lose its educational sovereignty or to import advanced 

educational resources from Russia. The other issues embrace bilateral collaborative 

education provision, namely on quality assurance, determined by differences in aims for 

cooperation, financial commitments, and perception of quality between partners of both 

sides.

3.2 Students’ engagement: strengths and weaknesses

According to the situational analysis, we should take into account the above-mentioned key 

areas of academic innovative cooperation (students’ engagement, lecturers and researches’

involvement and creation of joint universities and research centers) with their specific 

purposes, current status and priorities correspondingly.

Taking into consideration the students’ engagement issue, its goal consists of expanding 

interaction in the area of non-linguistic specialties, focusing primarily not on the number of 

students and curricular but their quality, leading to the improvement of the graduates’ 

career perspectives. Traditionally, the path to scientific, technical and innovative 

cooperation between both countries lies through the students’ exchanges and mutual study 

of languages. About a third of Chinese students in Russian universities and the majority of 

Russian students in Chinese universities studied Russian and Chinese respectively. The 

choice of specialties can be related both to the interests of the students themselves and to

the availability of places for foreigners in the relevant specialties at the universities.

Moreover, Russian higher educational institutions are generally more willing to accept 

foreign students in non-linguistic specialties. Actually these specialties can be taught not 

only in Russian and Chinese, but also in English. Nowadays Russian and Chinese students 
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are more interested in studying especially natural sciences alongside with technical and 

engineering specialties, contributing to achieving a progress in the sphere of scientific and 

innovative projects. 

The education system in China is often determined as pragmatic, egalitarian, democratic 

and selected. As a matter of fact, admission to a Chinese university is considered as a very 

complicated process, determined by a strong competition among them, accounting from 

200 to 300 people per place. According to statistics, there are more than 2 thousand 

universities, colleges and professional higher schools with 9,5 million people enrolled in 

studying process in China [6]. As far as the recent researches are concerned, Russia and 

China have reached an approximate parity in the number of students studying at each 

other’s universities – about 20 thousand people from each country per year, i.e. 

approximately 40 thousand people in 2017 academic year [7]. Actually, the number of 

Chinese students studying abroad is still growing rapidly, with a compound annual growth 

rate of 13.9% over the last decade [8]. In terms of Russia, it faces the problems in attracting 

foreign students. Upon the whole, approximately 8 million students are accounted in the 

country whereas only 150 thousands, or 2% are foreigners [9]. Although Russia has a high 

reputation all over the world, its higher education market is far from being saturated. In

fact, the world market of educational services has the following structure: US - 40%, UK –

15%, France and Germany approximately 10% whereas Russia – about 2%, etc.[10]. We 

can propose that this poor rating is determined by the following reasons: the language 

barrier; complicated procedures for obtaining visas; the complexity of practice admission 

and further employment; it is even impossible to get the policy of obligatory medical 

insurance for foreign citizens, the problem of attracting foreign students, etc.

The Chinese government has signed several agreements on mutual recognition of 

diplomas with 64 countries and regions, including Russia, Germany, Italy, England and 

others [11]. Thus the China’s higher education system already deserves an international 

reputation.

The other key priority in terms of student engagement is characterized by improvement 

and expansion of graduates’ career prospects. Profound studies justify that a country 

benefits most from investment in international education if foreign graduates remain 

employed in the country rather than return to their homeland [12]. Consequently, it is 

advisable to correspond the university openness policy for foreign students with the 

openness policy of the labor market for graduates in order to eliminate the bureaucratic 

barriers to graduates’ employment. In fact, employment of Chinese graduates in Russia is 

more preferable.

3.3 Academic staff and researchers’ involvement: benefits and 
obstacles

As it was mentioned above, the second key area of academic innovative cooperation is 

academic staff and researchers’ involvement process, aimed at providing them with the 

opportunity to get acquainted with the scientific and educational systems of Russia and 

China. Therefore, it enables to establish working contacts in order to conduct joint projects 

in the sphere of R&D. The third purpose embraces the optimization of program 

implementation due to the specialties diversification and exchange formats.

Investigating the current state of this process, it is worth pointing out a number of 

objective and subjective factors: an access of foreigners to the labor market; political and 

geographical priorities of academic cooperation, competition between national and 

international academic staff and the openness of universities to foreign lecturers and 

researches [13].
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In accordance with the Chinese system, academic staff and researchers, coming from 

abroad, are identified as foreign specialists who get a work permit but it should be noticed 

that only few Russian citizens work in Chinese universities.  Obviously, it is determined by 

two reasons: on the one hand, Chinese universities are oriented to the standards of  

recognized world leaders in the educational sphere (primarily the US), and on the other 

hand, nowadays Russia is still comparatively isolated from the world academic 

environment.

Recognition of the Russian PhD degree as the equivalent of the Western PhD (or 

Chinese «boshi») is another urgent issue. The fact is that Russian degree of Candidate of 

Sciences corresponds to the associate professor title, affecting the overall attractiveness of 

the Russian education system. Consequently, for Chinese academic staff it is more 

preferable to get a PhD, without which they can hardly climb their career ladder.

3.4 Creation of joint universities and research centers: 
challenges and opportunities

Another priority of this article is to investigate the current state of research centers and joint 

universities in both countries. Cooperation with universities would sow the seeds of future 

research and attract employees; collaborating with national research institutes would gain 

them access to facilities [14]. As it turned out, there is a principle difference among 

research centers, joint universities and exchange programs for students and academic staff, 

taking into consideration some peculiarities of the Chinese education system. In fact, the 

Chinese system in the higher education sphere is reluctant to creating branches of foreign 

universities thus concentrating on the implementation of joint projects with Chinese 

institutional partners. To great extent, the process of choosing them is determined by the 

following criteria: prestige of the university on the educational market, geographical 

criterion, and interest of Chinese actors in cooperation with Russian ones.

4 Conclusions

Thus, taking into consideration the above-mentioned statements, it is worth making definite 

conclusions in the context of Russian-Chinese education cooperation.

First, in order to attract Chinese students to Russia and Russian student to China, it is 

necessary: to shift the focus from training programs’ quantity to their quality; to concentrate 

on attracting students to non-linguistic (natural science, IT technologies, engineering, etc.) 

majors; to expand the graduates’ career prospects.

Second, to attract academic staff, it is advisable: to encourage lecturers and researchers 

of both countries to establish working contacts for performing joint R&D projects; to 

diversify opportunities for permanent and temporary employment of Russian and Chinese 

specialists in the educational institutions; to establish grant support for academic staff.

Third, for joint ventures and research centers development, is it recommended to: give 

priority to the most prominent projects; to be flexible in terms of designing  educational 

programs, taking into account Russian and Chinese differences in the sphere of science and 

education.
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