SHS Web of Conferences 103, 01049 (2021) https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/202110301049

Russian and Foreign Experience in the System of Humanities Education 2020

The problem of spiritual and moral potential
fulfillment in the works of Russian literature in
the context of the contemporary educational
system

Aleksandr V. Kamenets!”, Natalia I. Anufrieva', Anna I. Shcherbakova?, Eugeny A.
Anufriev?, and Elena O. Kuznetsova*

Russian State Social University, Faculty of Arts, Moscow, Russia

Moscow State Institute of Music named after A.G. Schnittke, Moscow, Russia

3Moscow State Institute of Music named after A.G. Schnittke, Department of Folk Performing Arts,
Moscow, Russia

“Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia, Department of the Institute of Music, Theater and
Choreography, Department of Musical and Instrumental Training, Saint Petersburg, Russia

Abstract. The article considers the possibilities of using Russian classical
literature in the contemporary learning activity. The authors reveal
promising areas and pedagogical strategies for involving the younger
generation in the learning of literary classics, as well as propose new
conceptual approaches to solving this problem in contemporary society. The
article deals with the results of the conducted study on the capabilities of
fiction in forming the worldview and value orientations of the younger
generation, as well as outlines the further prospects in improving the
efficiency of spiritual and moral upbringing of the younger generation based
on literary works. The article describes the advantage of value-oriented
immersion of pupils in literary and artistic reality, which consists in the
possibility of discussing many personal problems of children, adolescents,
and young people in an indirect form, using the example of literary plots,
characters, situations described in the works, which contributes to the
necessary self-revelation of the participants in such discussions. The
pedagogical strategy considered in the article is implemented through the
creation of a kind of “intertext”, which, in contrast to its usual postmodern
version of the information space with computer information technologies, is
a process of “imposition” of several communicative spaces, namely,
pedagogical, “existential experience” of students, literary and artistic reality,
and scenery-directing space.

Keywords: education, upbringing, development, pedagogy, spirituality,
morality, literature.

* Corresponding author: kamenez.a@rambler.ru

© The Authors, published by EDP Sciences. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License 4.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


kamenez.a@rambler.ru

SHS Web of Conferences 103, 01049 (2021) https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/202110301049

Russian and Foreign Experience in the System of Humanities Education 2020

1 Introduction

The study of the problem of underestimating the importance of national literary and artistic
achievements in mass education and the upbringing of the younger generation involves an
appeal to the achievements of foreign and domestic philosophical, aesthetic, pedagogical,
and ethical thought, which contains many program provisions that remain relevant for the
modern educational process of artistic and humanitarian orientation. Here one can distinguish
foreign thinkers, such as Aristotle, Hegel, Kant, Plato, Schiller [1-5], and others, as well as

Russian philosophers and religious thinkers, such as N. Berdyaev, V. Solovyov, and P.

Florensky [6-8].

The novelty of the present research was to identify possible and desirable educational
strategies for using the spiritual potential of Russian literary works when forming the younger
generation at all age stages in the context of various educational disciplines.

The main research hypothesis was the demand for the development of literature and art
works in contemporary learning activities as one of the most important resources for
improving the efficiency of pedagogical activities of educational institutions of any profile
and level, focused on the social, spiritual, and moral development of students’ personalities.

The purpose of the study was determined according to this hypothesis. Thus, the research
goal was to identify the essential characteristics of domestic works of literature and art that
were important for contemporary educational activities and to determine further prospects
aimed at improving the functioning of educational institutions and organizations that
creatively used these works in spiritual and moral upbringing.

According to this goal, the following tasks were solved:

o studying the content of domestic works of literature and art that were relevant for the
spiritual and moral upbringing of the individual;

e considering the initial conceptual and value-worldview grounds for improving arts
education aimed at the spiritual and social development of the individual, presented in
philosophical and scientific studies;

e analyzing the existing pedagogical practice of studying works of literature and art in mass
education, its problems, and achievements in the context of socialization and spiritual
development of the younger generation.

2 Methods

In the study of domestic works of literature and art that are relevant for the formation of the
contemporary educational system, the method of pedagogical simulation of problematic
situations in social interaction that arose in the course of socialization and inculturation of
the younger generation was used [9, 10].

Consideration of the initial conceptual and value-worldview grounds for improving art
education aimed at the spiritual and social development of the individual was carried out
employing the comparative analysis of the works of Russian philosophers in the field of
ethics, and spiritual and moral development of the individual, as well as the priorities
established in contemporary educational practice, focused on the modernization of Russian
society. In this regard, special attention was paid to the works of V. Zenkovsky, I. Ilyin, V.
Solovyov, and P. Florensky [7, 8, 11, 12], who considered various possibilities of expanding
the experience of the spiritual transformation of the individual on the paths of a religious
worldview. The “zones of solitude” necessary in this context, which is pointed out by Ilyin
[12], can be formed through forming artistic and aesthetic requests in the individual
perception of works of fiction.

Special attention was paid to Russian classical fiction, which was considered as cultural-
anthropological and “life-knowledge” cognition. The research implemented conceptual
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approaches to the study of literature based on the “anthropocentric” approach developed in
the works of M.M. Bakhtin and D.S. Likhachov [13, 14]. This made it possible to focus the
research on the possibilities of studying the most relevant spiritual and psychological
problems of the individual using fiction, which remain relevant for the spiritual and moral
upbringing of the contemporary younger generation.

3 Results

When students studied fiction, the main idea was emphasized on the formation of a
personality that was ready for social service and taking care of others. This inner pathos is
inherent in most works of Russian classical literature which has great influence on the
formation of the Russian national character.

Another common motive in Russian literature is the readiness for empathy, understanding
of the problems of others, and compassion. It is this feature of the works of Russian writers
that F.M. Dostoevsky had in mind when he claimed that his generation of writers came out
of Gogol’s “Overcoat”.

The discrepancy between “external” and “internal”, when manifesting literary characters,
provided the necessary educational, spiritual, and moral impact on the readership. In this
regard, the technique of “tearing off masks” from many characters, well-known in Russian
literature, was expressed as showing different relations between the formal role-playing
behavior of literary characters, and their informal, private existence, the sphere of
interpersonal relationships, and interactions in personal life.

During 2010-2015, the possibilities of overcoming the postmodern paradigm in
contemporary pedagogical practice were identified as leaving no room for students, when
studying a foreign piece of writing, to search for stable and well-thought-out constructive
ways out of their own problematic life situations by the example of works of literature and
art [15].

Accordingly, the next stage in the study of the possibilities of works of literature and art
in the formation of the spiritual and moral culture of the younger generation consisted in
reformatting and rethinking the literary and artistic material as pedagogically significant in
the framework of a new direction of cultural and cognitive activity. It was called the paradigm
of social interaction, and developed from 2015 to 2020, assuming the inclusion of a
significant “other” in the education and upbringing process [16]. This “subject” is, ultimately,
the embodiment of interest, attention, respect, care, and other manifestations towards other
people expressed in thoughts, feelings, and actions. This orientation “to the other” is the only
real way to overcome the inner loneliness and “existential abandonment” that
“Postmodernism” has bestowed on humanity.

The paradigm of interaction in the artistic and pedagogical system is most clearly
demonstrated in various interactive pedagogical technologies that promote the development
of self-reflection, the ability to combine virtual and physical reality in relationships with
social media, and the universe of artistic culture.

The corresponding new accents implemented in the pedagogical organization of the study
of literary works are presented in the Table 1 below.

Table 1. New accents implemented in the pedagogical organization of the study of literary works.

Grounds for studying Postmodernism-based New pedagogical paradigm
works of literature and art pedagogical paradigm (Post-postmodernism, or
interactionism)

Starting position in relations | Confirming the need for | Involvement in communication
with the world of literature | individualism and “existential | and interaction with literary
and art abandonment” in works of | characters and the author of the
literature and art literary work enjoying equal rights
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The purpose of studying
works of literature and art

Testing the existing order
rigidity on the example of
works of art

Search  for meanings and
harmonization with the social
environment using works of art

Information environment for
studying works of literature
and art

Mosaic information
random intertext

space,

Combining pedagogical,
existential, artistic, and social
information spaces

Using works of literature
and art to solve own life

Experimentation, trials, and
mistakes based on the study of

The attitude to literature and art as
a possibility of reflecting an

literature and art interaction with the environment,

constructing relations with it

problems

Results of familiarizing with | Literature and art as an | Building own living environment
literature and art arbitrary  immersion into | and microdynamics of real-life
parallel virtual reality | activity
(“escapism”)
Pedagogical consequences | Loss of stable value and | Correlating one’s own life
of studying works of | worldview orientations experience with universal

literature and art humanistic values and guidelines

4 Discussion

The discussed content of works of fiction was “immersed inside” the life experience of the
very students, which contributed to its actualization and stimulation of the independent
cognitive activity of the participants.

The testing of a new pedagogical strategy based on the immersion of literary works in the
context of topical issues for children, adolescents, and youth social medium, logically ended
with the subjective understanding of the content of artistic works by teachers as a
concretization of socio-cultural norms of social significance. This work was carried out using
the example of the fables of I.A. Krylov, which contributed to their inclusion in the
contemporary educational system. At the same time, the procedure for comprehending this
literary genre was carried out in the context of urgent problems of contemporary society, such
as problems of management, law, morality, politics, economics, spiritual life, and personality
[17,18].

5 Conclusion

Russian pedagogy constantly faces the problem of spiritual and moral disorientation of the
younger generation. In this context, the study of works of fiction as a “textbook of life”, in
which, in one way or another, the achievements of domestic and world spiritual and moral
culture are presented, is of particular importance. The main difficulty in assimilating this
experience is to correlate it with the life experience of very children, adolescents, and young
people.

The solution to the problem of bringing the content of literary works closer to the interests
of students lies in the development of creative thinking in children, adolescents, and young
people, and the formation of an emotional attitude to artistic and cognitive information as an
essential vital experience. The new pedagogical strategy was to consider together with the
students literary characters, plots, images, and author’s ideas as relating to contemporary
society.
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