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Abstract. This work verifies the hypothesis, according to which the 

systems of upbringing and education, historically developed by different 

nations, are the factor determining the pattern of their socio-economic 

evolution and the level of life quality of population. In order to verify the 

hypothesis, two groups of world countries were highlighted with opposite 

performances of economic and humanitarian development. Comparative 

analysis of basic socio-economic parameters in these groups of countries as 

well as their adopted systems of upbringing and education revealed serious 

distinctions. For countries with a high level of economic and human 

development, the most important goal of the educational process is the 

purposeful development of the intellectual, emotional, and volitional 

characteristics of children; the task of acquiring specific work skills in early 

childhood is not set. In the courtiers with low level of development, the 

situation is opposite. The final conclusion is that the level of economic and 

human development of people is directly related with their national 

educational principles and traditions. It is possible to develop an educational 

model, optimum for successful national development, and to create required 

conditions for its distribution in the world using advanced digital 

technologies.  
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1 Introduction 

The world history demonstrates that development of nations is not homogeneous; the 

heterogeneity is manifested in all life spheres of society. There are no well-recognized and 

accurate criteria for an objective evaluation of the non-uniformity in the areas of culture, arts, 

religion, of what is good and what is bad for society and state. Though, the situation is more 

definite with respect to non-uniformity in economic development: a society with higher life 

quality is more preferable in comparison with a poor society.  

The question of what determines the wealth of society has attracted the attention of 

thinkers during overall world history. It is still relevant nowadays [1]. Different researchers 
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approach the problem differently: nation wealth is attributed to natural factor, facts of 

national history, quality of established national institutions. Some researchers highlight 

education: John Locke claimed that national wellbeing depended on correct education of 

children [2: 398]. The research hypothesis is also in that the economic development of nation 

strongly depends on national educational systems. Under conditions of digital society, the 

role of this factor will increase.  

2 Methods 

The hypothesis was examined by comparison of basic properties of educational systems 

adopted in the countries with polar levels of economic and human development. This article 

applied historic-typological, historic-comparative, historic-system methods [3]. The 

reference base included statistics of UN and IMF for GDP and GDP per capita, The UN 

Human Development Index. These classifications being combined [4–7] allowed revealing 

two polar groups of countries: developed rich and developing poor.  

3 Results 

The developed countries, such as Australia, Great Britain, Germany, Canada, the USA, 

France, Switzerland, are characterized by significant role of science-intensive productions 

and hi-tech industries. The level of production corresponds to consumer demand; 70–80% of 

GDP is produced in services. National currencies are freely convertible, the inflation level is 

low. These countries are deeply integrated into world market. Successful development is 

supported by steady investment climate, political stability, specificity of administrative 

activity not interfering with business, low level of criminality and corruption, high level of 

education and orderliness in combination with their high entrepreneurial activity. These 

countries are characterized by the highest life expectancy in the world [8].  

The poorest countries in the world, such as Burundi, Guinea, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Liberia, 

Niger, Ruanda, Central African Republic, Eritrea, are also characterized by common 

properties. Agriculture, accumulating up to 95% of population, cannot provide citizens with 

food products. In some countries, the economic vulnerability is caused by droughts and poor 

soils. In other countries, optimum agricultural climatic conditions allow producing and 

exporting goods demanded at world market. However, the production scale is not sufficient 

neither for export nor for internal consumption. Some of these countries have huge mineral 

resources, which creates perfect conditions for industry development, though, their actual 

level is very low. The most acute problems of these countries are prolonged civil wars, ethnic 

and religious conflicts, armed collisions with neighboring countries [9], political instability, 

corrupt and inefficient authorities [10], low level of democracy [11], high crime rate, 

kidnapping [12], high level of gender inequality [13], the highest in the world child mortality 

rate and the lowest rate of life expectancy. In accordance with UN programs, these countries 

have simplified access to global markets and favorable conditions for obtaining credit, 

though, this does not help them to improve socio-economic situation.  

Thus, the types of socio-economic development in these two groups of countries are 

significantly different. How different are the educational systems adopted in these countries? 

Let us define education as a targeted impact on children aiming at their training for 

performance of various personal and social meaningful tasks, which combines elements of 

upbringing and education.  

The educational systems of Western countries were formed under similar historic 

conditions and are characterized by similar basic properties. The main purpose was fostering 

of ability for self-control, which started to be formed in early childhood: an adult person 
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cannot be improved [14: 446]. However, a person during the life course can obtain certain 

skills and habits, therefore, mastery of practical skills by children was considered as an 

important but minor task. A person, incapable of self-control and self-constraint, cannot 

consider for interests of other people, which leads to social conflicts. Thus, the basics of 

morality and correct attitude to society should be established in early childhood [15]. 

Children are taught skills of team thinking and behavior, they are taught to be socially active. 

The most important purpose is to develop children’s intelligence, their curiosity, cognitive 

abilities, imagination. Individual features of children are taken into account, though, without 

discrimination in terms of gender or social principle. The time devoted to children is 

significant; the teacher’s personality is also important: only educated people can educate a 

person. In this way, children are taught self-discipline, entrepreneurial spirit, self-confidence, 

inner freedom, orderliness, to be personally responsible for their actions, and ready for 

teamwork. Exactly these personal features promote successful economic development of 

country in whole. 

Fostering in the poorest countries of the world is based on parents’ desire to reduce as 

maximum as possible the period of helpless infancy. One-year-old children are often left 

alone without adults’ care: while searching for food, parents usually neither have opportunity 

nor habit to pay attention to children’s needs. Children were supposed to participate in 

working life from the early childhood, which required to transfer labor skills to them as early 

as possible [16]. Common labor areas for five- to six-year-old boys in African tropical 

countries are agriculture, crafts, trading. Girls are trained for future motherhood. Herewith, a 

woman is considered as an appendage of a man, completely obeying him in domestic and 

sexual affairs [13]. Many children in these countries do not attend school despite the adopted 

laws about obligatory education. The literacy level is about 30–75%; the access to higher 

education is restricted. The features of education are comprised of numerous regulations 

mandatory for execution, based on superstitions and omens; they are not analyzed and 

explained to children, adults just demand to obey to them. Therefore, intellectual and moral 

upbringing was replaced with labor education, practical learning of children based on the 

principle of visibility and imitation of known patterns. However, even successful mastering 

of practical skills by children in the case of insufficient attention to development of their 

character, cognitive abilities, team working decreases efficiency of education in modern 

world. This educational model allowed society to survive, though, while preserving 

traditional pedagogic methods and transferring them to new generations, prevented 

development. The results were reproduction of traditional patterns of economic behavior. 

This educational system was unable to promote successful humanitarian and economic 

policy, which stipulated low efficiency of national economies of these countries.  

4 Conclusion 

Economic success of a country depends not only on its natural resources and available 

benefits but also on good management and rationally arranged policy, which should be 

necessarily based on efficient system of education. Educational systems in poor and rich 

countries are based on different principles, their economic efficiency is different, the Western 

model is characterized by obvious advantages. In the existing digital society with high level 

of mobility and information openness, the educational systems are borrowed faster than 

before. Educational systems of economically strong countries with high probability will be 

demanded in other countries and replace local inefficient educational models.  
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