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Abstract. The study’s objective is to identify factors that can have a
productive and positive impact on the formation of environmental culture.
The authors use an interdisciplinary approach in the study. Thus, the
methods of system analysis (methods of integration, convergence,
structurization, optimization, etc.) focus on a comprehensive study of
contemporary problems of ecological culture. Applying the methodology
of legal taxonomy allows outlining the basic principles contributing to the
level of ecological culture. Among the special methods, the method of
ecologization is of particular importance in the study. The results of the
study were the identification of a complex of factors. There are positive
and negative factors among them. Negative factors are due to the lack of
environmental values in people’s minds, the state’s perception of
environmental relations as insignificant or secondary in the life of society,
the rejection of innovative concepts of ecologization of economic activity,
etc. Positive factors include the effectiveness of the principles of
environmental law, the development of a system of environmental
education of citizens, education of environmental responsibility, the
collective search for adequate solutions to address the growing
environmental risks, etc. The novelty of the work lies in the statement of
the problem, which is that the formation of environmental culture is of
paramount importance for sustainable development and environmental
security of states and the entire world community.
Keywords: ecological culture, sustainable development, environmental
safety, ecocentrism.

1 Introduction
One of the factors that can affect changes in the environmental situation is a high level of
environmental culture. Underestimating the importance of forming an environmental
culture has led to negative consequences, expressed in the consumer attitude of a person to
nature, the deterioration of the environmental quality. At the present stage, general
awareness of the urgent importance of environmental problems in the life of current and
future generations determines the importance of the study of factors influencing the
environmental culture.
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The ecological crisis is not only a serious threat to the environment; it also affects
various areas of society and human livelihoods, affecting health and food security, the
availability and quality of water and other resources, the development of industrial and
other activities.

The neoliberal model of globalization has expanded the concept of sustainable
development to include a huge number of goals and requirements, making it overloaded
and undervalued in terms of its relationship to environmental culture [1-3]. Despite
significant efforts in studying such a phenomenon as environmental culture, attention is
focused only on such elements as education, training, and enlightenment, and the
sociocultural role of the state and society remains of little importance. The movement
towards sustainable environmental development depends on a high level of environmental
culture and everyone’s awareness of the importance of social and legal environmental
responsibility. Despite significant attempts to prevent, protect, manage [4], and sustainably
use natural ecosystems on their relatively sustainable biodiversity, not enough has yet been
done to ensure environmental security and create a favorable environment. One of the
reasons is the unappreciated importance of ecological culture in the life of modern society.

In this sense, it is obvious that the state environmental policy should move towards
changes focused on the strategy of forming an ecological culture [5].

2 Methods
The authors use an interdisciplinary approach in the study. Thus, the methods of system
analysis (methods of integration, convergence, structurization, optimization, etc.) focus on a
comprehensive study of contemporary problems of ecological culture. Applying the
methodology of legal taxonomy allows outlining the basic principles contributing to the
level of ecological culture. Among the special methods, the method of ecologization is of
particular importance in the study.

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Formation of ecological culture as a sociocultural and legal problem

The scientific literature pays considerable attention to the study of the concept, functions,
and structure of ecological culture [6-13]. At the same time, in terms of the integrative
interaction of sociocultural and legal aspects, this concept has not practically been studied,
and in this context, the structure of environmental culture has not been adequately
developed. In particular, the content of the attributes that characterize the concept of
environmental culture does not include such an element as an assessment of the
environmental consequences of the activities carried out.

Educational and information and propaganda activities are developing without
considering the importance of the environmental component of sustainable development,
and, as a result, there is a borrowing of outdated models of legal regulation in the field of
environmental protection [14], there are “ideological and practical differences” between the
subjects of environmental legal relations [15, 16]. The desire to improve the legal
mechanisms of economic development and environmental management is characterized by
borrowing models of development and conservation of the natural environment, without
considering that there are such components that cannot be tied to any one state, particularly
air and water.

The unsystematic nature of measures to form an ecological culture leads to negative
consequences. Failure to consider the integrative nature of environmental culture leads to
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management difficulties, lack of willingness to take advantage of legal opportunities,
inconsistent action, and erratic and non-linear progress in building environmental culture
[17, 18].

Scientific studies on the importance of the formation of environmental culture as a
process note its duration rather than short-term, as the type of behavior that appears as a
result of irrational consumerism to natural resources returns in new and unexpected guises
of accumulated environmental damage [19, 20].

Understanding the importance of ecological culture and consistency in its practical
implementation objectively depends on the interdependence of society and man’s moral,
ethical and legal cultures. Moral and ethical culture allows engaging the self-regulating
mechanisms of environmental responsibility: caring for nature, preserving its purity,
increasing natural objects, educating and promoting an ecological way of life, etc. Elements
of legal culture – legal awareness, legal worldview, legal regulation, legal practice, etc. –
serve as a means of legal stimulation and legal coercion of a person and social groups to
environmentally oriented behavior. By combining both cultures, a level of ecological
culture can be achieved that ensures progress in ensuring a favorable environment,
ecosystem sustainability, and other ecological challenges and problems.

Thus, when forming an ecological culture, the importance of simultaneous consideration
of the legal aspect focused on a positive result in the implementation of environmental legal
relations and the sociocultural aspect that characterizes a responsible attitude without
coercion to environmental issues should be noted.

Achieving an integrative relationship between sociocultural and legal aspects of
environmental culture requires certain measures. In our opinion, firstly, the formation of the
concept and, accordingly, the definition of ecological culture, which consistently takes into
account the sociocultural and legal aspects that stimulate environmentally-oriented
behavior, is relevant. Secondly, the combination of moral, ethical, social, and legal
regulators ensures the formation of a new methodology – a taxonomy of ecological culture
based on the principles of law and goal-setting. In this case, there is an underestimation of
the relationship between the principles of environmental law, the principles of economic
and social development, and the final goals (environmental conservation, sustainable
development, etc.). Thirdly, it is important to determine how different levels of
environmental culture interact (individual, public, national), understanding the assessment
of environmental impact and the interaction of environmental, economic, and natural
resource relations.

3.2 Influence and assessment of positive and negative factors on the
environment and the role of ecological culture

There are several basic approaches to assessing the quality of environmental impact
processes, each based on different methodologies.

First, the most common approach is to assess the impact of specific activities and
possible consequences regarding their impact on the environment. In many cases, it is the
self-assessment of the situation by citizens who interact directly with a particular
mechanism of environmental management or those who manage these mechanisms, which
have a significant impact on the sustainable development of the environment. A high level
of environmental culture allows measuring the quality of activity and establish the degree
of social responsibility to current and future generations of citizens.

Second, outcome assessment seeks to measure a process or mechanism against certain
criteria or in terms of desired objectives using multicomponent quantitative approaches.

Third, the first two approaches are complemented by the introduction of new
assessment technologies. In particular, information technology in a digital society can be a
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factor that can provide environmental quality assessments based on local perceptions of
environmental priorities and needs.

The limitation of all of the above approaches is that they do little to understand the
causal factors of the observed impact. In our opinion, the worldview dominant should be
the basis for the formation and development of ecological culture. Environmental
education, environmental upbringing, and environmental awareness, forming a professional
environmental culture should be one of the public policy priorities, legal regulation, and
law enforcement.

A significant factor influencing the formation of environmental culture and responsible
attitude to the consumption of natural resources is the activity of public authorities. In this
regard, we believe that the principles of natural resource planning, ecologization of
economic activity, and reasonable caution in carrying out activities that affect natural
ecosystems should be considered in carrying out this type of activity. A significant factor
influencing the formation of environmental culture, particularly environmental literacy, is
the availability of environmental information. Qualitative studies can capture
environmental changes in such a way as to conclude about random mechanisms, but
measuring the impact is not always the explicit goal of such studies.

There is almost no productive social system in today’s world that can track
environmental change as it occurs and demonstrate sustained or changing impacts.
Environmental monitoring and conservation measures are in the hands of professionals and
government management, indicating a risk of high latency and data distortion. The social
participation of citizens in recognizing the importance and evaluating the results of
environmental and natural resource activities should be a common cultural element of
national state environmental policy. The preservation, rational use, and restoration of
ecosystems and their biodiversity can only be possible by minimizing the factors that
negatively affect the formation of ecological culture. Hence the importance of developing
new approaches based on the principles of coherence, consensus, and consolidation of
efforts to protect the environment between people, society, and the state. Accordingly, it is
necessary to institutionally reorient the consciousness of citizens toward the importance of
environmental conservation and promote and support new initiatives on the part of citizens
to protect the environment.

3.3 A new approach to the structural understanding of ecological culture

The scientific literature identifies the elements of the structure of ecological culture –
cognitive (knowledge), value (value orientations), activity (skills and abilities) [21]. We
believe it is possible to offer other approaches without denying the value of such a
structure. In the context of connecting the sociocultural and legal aspects of ecological
culture, it is of interest to distinguish two elements: ecocentric ecological consciousness and
valuation attitudes. Ecocentric ecological consciousness is an environmentally oriented
thinking and worldview that predetermines the content of any human activity. At the same
time, ecocentrism implies a bifurcation of the most pressing ecological problems. In
essence, the formation of ecological culture should include an assessment of actions caused
by interference with the environment and significantly affecting the livelihoods of
stakeholders in ecological relations, including those associated with environmental harm. It
is also necessary to improve the normative legal framework, actively introducing the
principles of environmental law into all sectors of the economy in a systemic relationship.

Ecocentric ecological consciousness implies a more responsible social attitude toward
industrial activities that result in high pollution levels of the universal components of nature
– water, air, and the environment. The manifestation of an ecocentric ecological
consciousness must be accompanied by recognizing the enforcement of unlimited
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regulatory compliance through constant monitoring and supervision. This kind of activity
should be formed based on the consolidation of efforts on the part of the state and public
control.

It is necessary to give a new impetus to environmental education programs that will
allow forming a culture to ensure sustainable development [22]. Awareness of the
importance of introspection of one’s own activities, activation, and strengthening of local
and regional advisory environmental forums, monitoring and control by citizens and local
communities of decisions on water, air, and environment should be part of environmental
policy. Traditional knowledge that is preserved and passed down from generation to
generation must be based on the principle of respect for indigenous people, as well as rural
communities that know how to conserve and sustainably manage resources and the
environment, so their practices and knowledge will be very useful in the dialogue when
developing local and regional environmental programs.

We see the priority goals of the formation of ecological culture as:
- promoting the creation of a favorable environment free from pollution;
- creating stable and effective mechanisms for free, effective, meaningful participation

of citizens in decision-making in the field of environmental policy;
- proper provision of the right to a favorable environment and increase of sociocultural

and legal responsibility for non-fulfillment of the duty to preserve nature and the
environment, careful attitude to natural resources.

At the heart of the structure of ecological culture, we allocate the following components
– ecological consciousness, ecological thinking, assessment of the committed actions, and
understanding the consequences of the committed behavior patterns.

Thus, it can be determined that ecological culture is a combination of sociocultural
psychology, ecocentric ecological consciousness, knowledge, assessments of actions
performed, an understanding of the consequences of behavioral models performed, and
awareness of the significance of the value of a high-quality environment.

Principles are important for the formation of ecological culture. The most important
principles that contribute to improving the level of environmental culture are the following:
principles of systematic improvement of environmental culture; quality of environmental
services; rational environmental policy; social responsibility; synthesis of scientific
knowledge (the best scientific knowledge with traditional knowledge accumulated and
transmitted from generation to generation); integrated monitoring and integrated
environmental management; coordinated attention of public authorities to the needs and
requests of communities; environmental education; consolidation of information systems on
climate change (support monitoring, assessment and reporting on national goals for
mitigation and adaptation); intercultural interaction; respectful coexistence with nature;
environmental ethics, environmental ethnicity (considering the experience and knowledge
of indigenous and small-numbered peoples); environmental forecasting (aimed at protecting
the rights of future generations); ensuring the inevitability of punishment for environmental
offenses.

It is especially necessary to emphasize the importance of ensuring the inevitability of
punishment for environmental offenses since the institution of legal responsibility is
interrelated with the legal culture in general and environmental culture in particular.
However, there are certain gaps in the Russian legislation [23], which leads to difficulties in
bringing justice for environmental offenses. This accordingly affects the effectiveness of
the principle of ensuring the inevitability of punishment for environmental offenses.

Statistical data:
In 2016, 288,200 violations were detected in the field of environmental protection and

nature management. In 2017, 283,600 of them were identified. In January – June 2019,
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11,400 environmental crimes were registered, which is 1.7% less than in the same period
last year [24].

Many of the above principles are actively studied in the scientific literature [25-29], but
they have not found their expression in a single regulatory legal act in a systematic form.

3.4 The state of legal regulation of ecological culture in the Russian
Federation

Currently, in Russian legislation, the importance of the formation of ecological culture is
emphasized. In particular, in Federal Law No. 7 “On environmental protection” in Chapter
XIII – the universality and complexity of environmental education; training of heads of
organizations and specialists in the field of environmental protection and environmental
safety; environmental education are distinguished.

In the Environmental Doctrine of the Russian Federation (Government of the Russian
Federation No. 1225-r of August 31, 2002), among the main factors of degradation of the
natural environment of the Russian Federation, there is a low level of ecological
consciousness and ecological culture of the population. Similarly, this factor is attributed to
the internal challenge of environmental safety in the Environmental Safety Strategy of the
Russian Federation for the period up to 2025 (Decree of the President of the Russian
Federation No. 176 of April 19, 2017, subclause “n” of clause 20). Both of these documents
identified the development of the system of environmental education and enlightenment,
professional development of personnel as one of the priority areas of state policy in the
field of ecology.

The significant attention paid to culture in general and environmental culture,
particularly within the framework of the implemented constitutional reform in 2020, is very
promising. At the same time, it should be noted that the draft Federal Law “On ecological
culture” No. 90060840-3, initiated in 2009, has not been finalized.

4 Conclusion
Ecological culture has a fundamentally important role in solving current environmental
problems and is manifested in the active participation of citizens in the transformation of
the environment. The lack of an environmental culture is a serious obstacle to transforming
the unsustainable consumption patterns prevalent in certain sectors of society and
eradicating various harmful behaviors to the environment.

Part of the difficulty in changing societal attitudes toward the environment is that
incorporating the environmental dimension into human life is simultaneously an ethical,
sociocultural, and legal renewal. However, ecological culture is called upon to promote
ecological values, ensuring harmonization of relations with nature.
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