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Abstract. The article attempts to present a holistic view of the theory,
practice and history of the development of public education in the modern
Volga Federal District in the chronological framework of the second half
of 19-20th centuries. In order to achieve the presented goal of the research,
we used theoretical methods (analysis, synthesis, generalization, modeling,
abstraction, classification, systematization, periodization) and historical
and pedagogical methods of research, namely, comparison and contrast
(comparativist), historical and structural and historical and typological.
Within the geographical framework of the Volga Federal District as a
complex sociocultural region with the cohabitation and interaction of
different nationalities and confessions, the history of education in a holistic
form has not been considered before. The authors proposed modern
scientific and pedagogical methodological approaches to the analysis of the
history of education of the region represented: pedagogical axiology,
pedagogical regionalism, pedagogical comparativism, pedagogical
synergetic, systemic-activity approaches. For the first time, the theory and
practice of public education in the modern Volga Federal District are
considered in the context of a unified historical and pedagogical process
(without the traditional division into pre-revolutionary and Soviet stages).
In addition to theoretical results of the historical and pedagogical research
and practical: the formation of a bank of archival materials on the history
of education in the republics and regions of the Volga Federal District;
publication of the textbook “History of Public Education in the Volga
Federal District”; publications in peer-reviewed journals devoted to the
study of educational development in the Volga Federal District;
organization and conduct of the Pedagogical Festival of Student Science of
the Volga Federal District republics; as well as the preparation and
production of a series of television programs about the history of the
development of public education in the republics and regions of the Volga
Federal District.
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1 Introduction

As a state structure, the Volga Federal District (VFD) is a complex multi-level socio-
economic, cultural, scientific and pedagogical community with a rich history and traditions
of peaceful coexistence of different peoples. This potential has not been sufficiently
explored through the theory and history of pedagogy and represents a vast resource for
historical and pedagogical justification of the values of contemporary justification.

The purpose of our research is to present in a holistic form the theory, practice and
history of the development of public education in the modern VFD (second half of the 19'"-
20th centuries).

Among the objectives of the study, we defined the methodological foundations of the
study, namely, pedagogical axiology, pedagogical regionalism, pedagogical comparativism,
pedagogical synergetics, systems-activity approach. Clarification of the conceptual and
terminological field of research is the next task. In addition, based on the analysis of the
sources, it is possible to identify the leading trends in the development of the theory and
practice of public education within the modern VFD (second half of the 19%-20th
centuries), which will identify the leading factors in the development of the theory and
practice of public education within the modern VFD during the period under consideration.

With a historical and comparative method, the internal periodization of the process of
development of education in VFD in the period under review is substantiated and the
general and special at each stage is characterized. Justify the constructive ideas and
conclusions of the development of public education in the modern VFD in the period under
review as relevant and promising at the present stage allows an axiological approach to the
study.

2 Methods

The study used a set of scientific methods. Theoretical methods include analysis, synthesis,
generalization, modeling, abstraction, classification, systematization, periodization. In
addition, special historical and pedagogical methods are represented by a comparative
(comparativist) method, which allows scientific analysis of the process of development of
public education in different subjects of the VFD. Historical and structural method involves
identifying systemic components in the theory and practice of public education in the
system of general, vocational and inclusive education in the VFD in the period under
review. Using the historical and typological method, methodological approaches to the
problem of research are highlighted, the conceptual field is defined, trends are identified
and constructive conclusions are formulated, significant for the modern school in the
individual subjects and the VFD as a whole.

The scientific approaches of the study are represented by axiological, regionalist,
comparativist, synergetic and systemic-activity approaches.

The axiological approach acts as a kind of “bridge” between the theory and practice of
organization and development of education in the regions of the VFD [1-3]. The
perspective of the axiological approach is disclosed in a holistic view of the theory, practice
and history of the development of public education in the modern VFD.

The regional-analytical approach allows us to analyze and highlight the common and
special in different subjects, as well as in the VFD as a region of Russia as a whole.

Pedagogical comparativism, that is, comparative analysis sets the phenomena and
parameters of comparison, which helps to identify the main stages and trends of
development both in the region (VFD) as a whole, and in each individual subject in
particular.
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Pedagogical synergetics meets modern scientific ideas about the trajectory of
educational development in different periods under the influence of a complex of factors
(political, economic, social, cultural, scientific, national, confessional, psychological and
pedagogical). The system-activity approach involves consideration of the problems of
theory and practice of education at different levels: preschool, general secondary education;
primary, secondary and higher professional levels of education.

3 Results and discussion

For the first time, the history of education is considered in the geographical framework of
the VFD as a complex socio-cultural region with the cohabitation and interaction of
different nationalities and religions. For the first time, the history of education of the region
is considered on the basis of the following methodological approaches: pedagogical
axiology, pedagogical regionalism, pedagogical comparativism, pedagogical synergetics,
systematic-activity approach. For the first time, the theory and practice of public education
in the modern VFD are considered in the context of a unified historical and pedagogical
process (without division into pre-revolutionary and Soviet stages).

The research problem is to find an answer to the question: How have contradictions
been resolved in the course of historical development

- between a single governing center and the preservation of regional traditions of
education;

- between the influence of different national cultures and world religions on education;

- between personnel support from the center and the need to nurture and educate
national elites in the regions?

Historical and pedagogical periodization allows us to offer different solutions to the
above contradictions, which leads to the formation of models for the development of
education in the VFD during the period under review.

Analysis of the current state of research in this area. At present, the formation of
pedagogical regionalism as a direction of pedagogical thought [4] is taking place in science.
The leading scientists in this field are Volkov [5] and Pomelov [6]. The next group of
sources can be called fundamental research on the history of education development in a
particular subject of the VFD of the Russian Federation: Aminov (Republic of
Bashkortostan) [7, 8]; Ivanov [9] and Komelina (Republic of Mari-El) [10], Shukshina
(Republic of Mordovia) [11], etc. Comparative and comparative studies are conducted to
identify the common and special in the development of education in the region [12-22]. At
the same time, the history of education in the VFD has not received detailed and holistic
attention from historical and pedagogical science and has not been characterized as a
complex multidimensional cultural and pedagogical phenomenon.

Expected results of the project and their significance. In addition to the theoretical
results of the historical and pedagogical research, it is planned to obtain practical ones:
forming a bank of archive materials on the history of education in the republics and regions
of the VFD; publication of the textbook “History of Public Education in the VFD”;
publications in peer-reviewed journals devoted to the study of the development of
education in the VFD; organizing and conducting a pedagogical festival of student science
in the VFD republics; and preparing and producing a series of television programs on the
history of the development of public education in the republics and regions of the VFD.

4 Conclusion
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The main conclusions of the study should include: clarification of the main categories of
research, taking into account the specifics of the development of public education in
individual regions and the VFD as a whole. The paper proposes an internal periodization of
the process of development of public education without the traditional division into pre-
revolutionary and Soviet periods. The models and trends in the development of public
education in the VFD are distinguished and characterized.
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