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Abstract. The introduction of a network form of participants' interaction
in the educational process, which gives a number of advantages in the
implementation of educational programs, received a lively positive
response from both universities and students. The possibility of academic
mobility, which was (until recent times) an integral part of the network
type of the educational process, allowed to increase the level of theoretical
and practical training of students studying a foreign language. It
contributed to the language immersion, which is necessary for the
formation of communicative and socio-cultural competence in the learning
process. The introduction of Coronavirus restrictions and, as a result, the
closure of borders led to the impossibility of this component implementing.
The study aims to develop a remote form of network interaction that
contributes to the formation of necessary competencies among students
studying a foreign language during a pandemic. The methods of
pedagogical observation, experimental training, generalization and
pedagogical modeling, as well as theoretical analysis of scientific
achievements in the field of implementation of the traditional network form
of education were used in the work. The fundamental principles of the
remote organization of the educational process in a network form are
highlighted; a model of the distance course “Academic Writing” (which is
a component of the master’s program “Theory of Translation and
Intercultural Communication”), is developed; the format of remote network
interaction in the framework of international cooperation with the British
training center IBC Coaching in a pandemic is tested, the possibilities of
using the developed model for teaching individual modules of other
disciplines are considered (at the master’s level and at the bachelor’s level
as well).
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The network form of the implementation of the educational program (EP) components
offers a number of advantages for the participants of educational relations [1]. One of the
success factors of the necessary competencies formation in the conditions of network
interaction was (until recent times) the integration of full-time and distance learning. At the
same time, priority was given to the in-person learning. Participating organizations actively
practiced such a form of face-to-face interaction as academic mobility [2], which provided
students with the opportunity to immerse themselves in the culture and language of a
foreign-language society [3]. Modern conditions of the pandemic have made adjustments to
the forms of organization of the educational process and influenced the choice of means of
implementing network interaction. This process stimulated the search for new opportunities
for online distance learning [4].

The hypothesis of the study is based on the fact that the introduction of the actual
remote components of network interaction within teaching a foreign language determines
the development of communicative and socio-cultural competence of students.

The relevance of the study, on the one hand, is due to the search for educational forms
that can replace academic mobility while a pandemic. On the other hand, there is
insufficient development of the implementing principles concerning the components of
network interaction during the pandemic, as well as the lack of an educational and
methodological base for implementing the form of network interaction in conditions of
closed borders.

The aim of this study is to develop a model of network interaction in the
implementation of the master’s program “Theory of Translation and Intercultural
Communication” modules.

This aim depends on these particular tasks:
1. To develop an algorithm for organizing network interaction.
2. To determine the technological component for the implementation of the network

interaction model.
3. To determine the sequence of actions for the implementation of the remote form of

the EP-module.
4. To test the developed model in the conditions of distance learning.
The study is novel in the adaptation of the components of network interaction, taking

into account new historical conditions that hinder the implementation of the full-time
format of network learning.

The practical significance of the study consists in the methodological development of
the principles of implementing network interaction within a foreign partner while teaching
a foreign language.

2 Methods
Theoretical and methodological basis go from the provisions presented in the literature on
the methods of teaching foreign language [5, 6]; co-studying language and culture [7]; the
networking principles [8-13].

Experimental base of the study was Pushkin Leningrad State University, the Foreign
Languages Faculty, Department of Translation and Translation studies.

In order to solve the tasks, the following research methods were used: pedagogical
observation, experimental training, theoretical analysis of scientific achievements in the
implementation of the traditional network form of education, generalization and
pedagogical modeling.
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3 Results
The course “Academic Writing” is part of the master’s program “Theory of Translation and
Intercultural Communication”, implemented at the Foreign Languages Faculty of the
Pushkin Leningrad State University. The teaching of this discipline is carried out by the
British training center IBC Coaching with the help of distance learning technologies. The
course aims to achieve academic literacy and culture in English by students through the
formation of knowledge about academic discourse, concepts and strategies of academic
writing, mastering the technologies of organizing the processes of creating, analyzing and
editing academic text for successful research activities.

The learning model is presented in the form of a purposeful combination of
synchronous and asynchronous processes of interaction between students and teachers by
means of using distance learning tools using information and telecommunication
technologies.

The organization of the educational process is based on the following five principles.
The Induction for Engagement Principle, which involves timely informing students

about the organization of the course, goals, objectives, content, types of control, number of
course hours, etc. This principle is implemented by creating an information booklet that
contains the necessary information.

The Technical Accessibility principle, which means the time during which it is
possible to access electronic resources online, on the one hand, and on the other – the
choice of such programs and platforms for information exchange and video telephony,
which would be the most convenient to use for all participants of the educational process
and compatible with Mac and Windows operating systems.

The Flexibility Principle means that it is necessary to give the learning process the
ability to change its focus in connection with the occurrence of unforeseen circumstances.
This principle is connected with the Proactive Support Principle, the implementation of
which allows you to postpone the time of classes if one of the participants has technical
problems with the Internet.

The main aim of the Proactive Support Principle is to remove emerging technical
problems and difficulties associated with completing tasks during the course, joining a
video lecture, accessing resources and files. The implementation of this principle is ensured
by providing students with the opportunity to contact the teacher by e-mail during and
outside working hours, which allows not only to solve all difficulties in a timely manner,
but also to stimulate the motivation of students to study and strengthen the relationships of
participants in the educational process.

The Autonomy and Self-organization Principle presupposes an autonomous and
self-controlled study of the issue after a teacher’s briefing.

These principles are fundamental to the model of teaching academic writing as a
distance learning course, which includes the following stages of learning implementation.

Stage 1. Organization. The purpose of the stage is to provide students with all the
information necessary for the successful organization of the educational process, including
the work program of the discipline.

Stage 2. Implementation of the discipline. This stage includes 4 components (Figure 1).
Step 1 – orientation session, the form of the video conference on the Zoom platform. At

the end of this session, students receive recommendations for independent work, as well as
a recording of the lecture and presentation materials. Task files are uploaded to Google
Drive, which provides access to teaching materials at any time convenient for students.
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Step 2 – completing the assignment by students. At this stage, the principles of learning
autonomy and proactive support are actively implemented, since students have the
opportunity to contact the teacher by e-mail. Tasks must be completed and submitted on a
certain date.

Step 3 – checking assignments by the teacher.
Step 4 – video-feedback. An individual video conference is organized, during which the

completed task is discussed. The form of work is student – teacher. An audio sample and a
general overview of completed tasks are also recorded, which is placed and placed on
Google Drive.

Fig. 1. The organizational sequence of the distance learning – course “Academic writing”.

Stage 3. Control task. The control task consists of writing a literature review in English
on the topic of a future master’s thesis. This type of task synthesizes the skills and abilities
acquired by students.

Currently, work is underway to modify this model for teaching individual modules of a
number of other disciplines.

4 Discussion
Article No. 15 of the Federal Law of the Russian Federation of December 29, 2012, No.
273-FZ “On Education in the Russian Federation” initiated the introduction of a network
form of educational programs in a number of educational institutions. As the universities of
the Russian Federation have been testing a new form of conducting educational activities
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since 2014, a number of publications have appeared noting the advantages of this form of
education compared to the traditional one, considering network training as the basis of
affordable quality education [9, 10, 14]. The experience of implementing various means of
online learning by leading Russian universities at the undergraduate, graduate and
postgraduate levels is analyzed [11-13], the educational and methodological and regulatory
framework for this type of pedagogical activity is being developed [8, 10, 14].

One of the main components of networking, which is indicated in scientific papers, is
the academic mobility of students, which contributes not only to immersion in the language
environment, but also is a means of forming social and organizational identification of the
individual. According to researchers, social identification, along with organizational
identification, is a key factor uniting all participants in the educational process, contributing
to the disclosure of the potential of students and the realization of their expectations [15,
16].

The formation of communicative and socio-cultural competencies, one of the
fundamental requirements imposed by employers on graduates, is largely conditioned by
the creation of conditions for a natural language environment [5, 6]. Here it is possible to
talk about the direct interaction of the student with native speakers of the language being
studied. International cooperation, including academic mobility, served as a productive and
effective tool for the formation of professionally oriented competencies of a future foreign
language specialist [17, 18].

The introduction of coronavirus restrictions has radically changed all the forms of social
interaction, including in the field of education [19]. The implementation of network
learning models involving the integration of full-time and distance format becomes
impossible in the context of a pandemic. In addition, self-isolation has led to the loss of
social and organizational identification, which are an indispensable condition for productive
learning activities [15]. There is a need to revise the methods and techniques of network
interaction, to develop new algorithms of the educational process that allow replacing the
face-to-face component of network interaction.

5 Conclusion
The developed algorithm makes it possible to successfully replace the full-time component
of the online form of education in a pandemic. The adaptation of teaching materials to work
with the help of a set of technical means allows for full-fledged professional interaction
between the teacher and students.
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