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Abstract: With the development of economy and modern technology, the emergence of computers has
transformed human’s life in many aspects, even has changed the way that people use language. The

language which people use on Internet is network language. Human didn’t neglect Internet language. On the
contrary, lots of outstanding researches have been published at home and abroad as Internet language plays

a significant role in intercommunication and interpersonal skills. Furthermore, as a specific dialect, Internet

slang is distinct from everyday language, regardless of whether it is written language or colloquial language.
Previous Chinese researches focus on coverage of Chinese network language, but they seldom focus on

substance of it. Based on memetics, it is easier to let people understand the origin, formation, development
and causes of Netspeak. In this paper, memetics can be used to figure out the generation and development of

Chinese network language.

1. Introduction

In recent years, applied researchers have become
interested in Internet language since it is an important
and new element in linguistics and lexicology. By
investigating the origin, formation, causes and
development of Internet language, it is conducive for
individual to enhance their interpersonal skills and to
keep up with social tendency. Different from everyday
language, the use of Internet language has its own
characteristics.

Earlier studies indicated that Internet language is
computer-mediated communication. They were the first
to argue that “to wunderstand computer-mediated
communications at all, you must see them as a social
process” (Turoff and Hilts, 1978, p.27)!!. Crystal
(2001)! emphasized more on the features of Internet
language. He held the view that “On the Internet, as with
traditional speaking and writing, the language that
individuals produce is far exceeded by the language they
receive; and as the Internet is a medium almost entirely
dependent on reactions to written messages.” And the
characters of Internet language is electronic, global and
interactive. (p.34)

Some attention also have been given to not only
English Internet language, but also Chinese Internet
language. There are three periods of investigating
Chinese Internet language (Chang, SJ, 2016. p.136)53).
Among researches on this field, Yu was the first Chinese
researchers who endured study Internet language in
forum and chat room as a term and make the comparison
between network and other mass media. What’s more,
Liu (2002)" observed that the peculiarity of network
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words: “a) unsophisticated word-formation; b)more
derivative words; c)more acronyms, homonyms and
English loanwords; d)more pictures, numbers and
marks.”

Despite many researches has been published,
however, few studies were convincing to interpret
Chinese Internet language and many views were identical.
The lack of empirical analysis of Chinese Internet
language also cause problems. The aim of this paper is to
figure out the generative and development mechanism of
Chinese network language and analyze Chinese network
language from perspectives of linguistics and lexicology.

2. Literature Review

In this chapter, literature review can be divided into
earlier foreign studies on network language and earlier
Chinese studies on network language.

2.1. Earlier
Language

Foreign Studies on Internet

In the past, Internet language was considered as Internet
Protocol , but the meaning of Internet language became
different later. According to an encyclopedia The
Network Nation: Human Communication via Computer,
Turoff and Hilts (1978) described Internet language as
computer-mediated communication, which means the
intercommunication between people by using network.
Since then, western experts even created a new word:
Net-speak. Susan Herring (1996)F! made linguistics
dominant in Internet language and she proposed a theory
about the construction and counteraction made by
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Internet language. She not only conducted the research
on Internet language, but also analyzed how the factors
such as gender, social culture affected network, which
showed her human kindness and open mind. The theory
proposed by Crystal (2001) formed the foundation of
study on Internet language, which described the
distinction between emails language and chat room
language to analyze the universality and individuality of
network language rules and dedicated that Internet
language has its own features.

Apart from professional researches, Journal of
computer-mediated communication started publishing in
1995, of which Internet language was one of the major
themes. This journal provided a platform for Internet
language scholars to publish their studies. For example,
Nishimura Yukiko (2003)[ believed that interactions
through network could renew language.

2.2. Earlier
Language

Chinese Studies on Internet

In addition, research of Internet language in China also
achieved a great success. Different from foreign
countries, Chinese researchers hadn’t begun to study in
this field until the introduction of computers in 1994.
There are three aspects of research status on Internet
language. The first one is the theory about cyber words
and sentence structures. The second one is the
comparative studies of Chinese Internet language and
other Internet languages. The last one is aiming at
establishing Chinese network linguistics. Researches on
Chinese Internet language can be divide into three
periods(Chang SJ, 2016, p.136). The first period was the
stage of enlightenment (1994-2000): attitude and
standard of Chinese Internet language. The second period
was the stage of initial development (2001-2005):
formation and features of Chinese Internet language. The
third period was the stage of dramatic development
(2006-2015): meaning and social cognition and the
connection between Chinese Internet language and other
fields. Actually, famous books and studies published
these years have obeyed this law. Among all the
researches, Yu was one of the most eminent linguists in
China. a book (2001)[1 and a dictionary (2001)® were
published. In the book, he thought Internet language is a
term with characteristics of forum and chat room. He
narrated the history and boost of Internet and compared
Internet with other mass medias. However, some experts
held the view that Internet language is a social dialect, a
specific language variety of Chinese produced by
Internet. Liu (2002) demonstrated the nature, context,
case and standardization of Chinese Internet language
and the relationship between Internet language and
language used in daily life. What’s more, she found out
the the features of network words: (Dunsophisticated
word-formation @more derivative words (3)more
acronyms, homonyms and English loanwords ®more
pictures, numbers and marks. It is worth noting that Fu
and Lu (2010)® used memetics (a newly developed
theory aiming to explicate the evolutionary mechanisms
of culture on a basis of Darwinism) to explain and

analyze Internet language. According to Zhang (2010)[1%],
the advance of Internet language is a process of survival
of the fittest under new social circumstances. He
combined Internet language with other subjects such as
pragmatics, social linguistics, aesthetics and meme.

3. Theoretical Framework of Memetics

In this chapter, definition of meme, three characteristics
of meme including longevity, fecundity and
copying-fidelity, ways of meme will be introduced.
Meme will experience a life cycle that contains four
stages.

3.1. Definition of Meme

The definition of meme was firstly proposed by Dawkins
(1976)1"1, “Meme” was originated from Greek Root
“ mimeme” or the French word “meme”, which would
make people relate this word to “memory”(p.171).
Dawkins defined meme as “a wunit of cultural
transmission or a unit of imitation”. In other words,
meme is “ a new replicator ”. “Cultural transmission is
analogous to genetic transmission in that, although
basically conservative, it can give rise to a form of
evolution.” Therefore, just like gene, an idea, behavior,
style, or usage that spreads from person to person within
a culture. That’s what we called meme (p.169).
As Dawkins points out

Examples of memes are tunes, ideas, catch-phrases,
clothes fashions,ways of making pots or of building
arches. Just as genes propagate themselves in the gene
pool by leaping from body to body via sperms or eggs, so
memes propagate themselves in the meme pool by
leaping from brain to brain via a

process which, in the broad sense, can be called
imitation.

The passage above explained meme in a clearer way.

Plotkins (2012)['?also defined meme from the aspect
of psychology, “A meme is the unit of cultural heredity
analogous to the gene. It is the internal representation of
knowledge.”

3.2. Three Characteristics of Meme

Longevity

There are three characteristics of meme, one of which
is longevity, which can be defined as the duration that an
individual replicator survives. “The longer the replicator
survives, the more it will be duplicated.” It assures that a
long time available is provided for memes to make
copies by themselves to some degree.” “Replicators of
high longevity would therefore tend to become more
numerous and, other things being equal, there would
have been an ‘evolutionary trend’ towards greater
longevity.”(Dawkins, 1976, p.17).

However, “the longevity of any one copy of a meme
is probably unimportant, as it is for any one copy of a
gene.”(Dawkins, 1976, p.194). “It depends on in what
form exists a meme, in human brains or in a written
format. Because his or her brain, which is the carrier of
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the meme, would die as soon as the person died. Then the
meme disappeared, but the written format which conveys
the meme can be passed on from generation to
generation.”

Fecundity

Fecundity is the other quality of meme which has a
high value according to Dawkins. It means that the speed
of reproduction of a replicator, as measured by the
number of copies made per time unit. Namely, how many
memes will be spread depends on how fast the replicator
is copied. Compared with longevity, it is more important
in spreading of particular copies. Though some memes
do not last long in the meme pool, they do achieve
short-term success in spreading rapidly. Popular songs
and stiletto heels are examples. And during the rapid
spreading process, numerous copies are made.

Then an ‘evolutionary trend’ appears because of the
higher fecundity. As Dennett (1991)!'3] says “The first
rule of memes, as it is for genes, is that replication is not
necessarily for the good of anything; replicators flourish
that are good at ...replicating!” (p.203)

Copying-fidelity

Copy-fidelity is the last characteristics of meme. It is
indicated that the degree to which a replicator is
accurately reproduced. In other words, “the more
accurate the replicator is reproduced, the more it will
become.” As Dawkins (1976) suggests “if two replicators
which last the same length of time and replicate at the
same rate, but replicator X makes a mistake on average
every tenth replication while Y makes a mistake only
every hundredth replication, Y will obviously become
more numerous.” (p.17)

3.3. Ways of Meme

Identical as gene, meme will experience the process of
replication. Repetition and analogy are two crucial
mechanisms to be responsible for the replication and
transmission of memes. As Dawkins points out, imitation
refers to the way of replication of memes. Compared
with replication, transmission is more like culture spread
out from generation to generation.

3.4. Life Cycle of Meme

Two Types

To describe life cycle of meme, Bjarneskans and
Heylighen had different opinions. On the one hand,
Bjarneskans held the view that life cycle of meme can be
divided into four stages. The first stage is transmission.
Then it will experience the second stage, which is
decoding. The third stage is infection and the last stage is
encoding and spread. As is demonstrated in the figure 1.
(2005, p.6)14

Transmission

VECTOR
Coding A |
| HOST v

Decoding

Infection

Figurel: A simple model of the lifecycle of a meme.

On the other hand, Heylighen and Chielens argued
that there are four stages consisting of life cycle of meme:
assimilation, retention, expression and transmission.
“This last stage is followed again by stage 1, thus closing
the replication loop.” (2009, p.11)!'3]

Four stages

As Bjarneskans (2005) showed
subsequent stages of life cycle of meme:

During the transmission phase of the meme it is
encoded in a vector, such as a spoken message, text,
image, email, observed behavior or slab of stone. When a
potential host decodes the meme (reads the text, hears the
message) the meme may become active and infects the
person, who becomes a new host (the infection phase). At
some point the meme is encoded in a suitable vector (not
necessarily the same medium it was originally decoded
from) and can be spread to infect new hosts.” (P.7)

Bjarneskans illustrated “transmission” like this, “in
the transmission phase the meme is encoded in a vector,
some kind of information carrying medium. Often the
medium is strongly linked with the meme or an actual
part of it.” Longevity and copying-fidelity which are
valuable qualities of a meme are most significant in the
transmission phase. In this stage, memes have
reproduction ability, copying Fidelity, abstractability and
decodability.

In regard to “decoding”, Bjarneskans demonstrated
that “decoding is when a potential host interprets and
restructures the information pattern of the meme in the
vector by perceiving and understanding, and thus creates
a mental copy of the meme. And many of these decoding
processes are automatic or subconscious.” Aiming to
decode the meme, the host must understand and be
interested in the meme. In this case, meme can be
proceed to infection phrase. “There is a possibility that
the potential host is infected by memes with the function
of counteracting or helping the current meme. A typical
example is religions, which promotes trust in the
teachings of the religious authorities (pro-memes) and
often contain memes denouncing competing religions as
heresy (contra-memes).”

The third stage is “infection”, the definition of
infection is “ after successful decoding the meme
becomes part of the host's mental structures, and this is
called infection.” Infection phrase cannot happen if
people do not remember the meme. “A person that does
remember a meme but who's behavior is not affected has
thus become a human vector. A person whose behavior is

clearly, four
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affected by a meme has been actively infected and can
potentially transmit it to other hosts. In this stage, memes
have ability to fit cognitive structure, using threats or
temptations to make the host accept the meme, having
the function of storage and finally realizing survival.

The last stage is “ encoding and spread ”, the
explanation of this is that “ the meme must replicate
itself if it wants to be successful, that is, to spread to and
infect more hosts.” Quantity is essential for some memes
after all. In this stage, it is impossible for the host to
spread meme all by himself and he need motivation.
Memes have a particular trait, which is called hook. If
memes spread out successfully, it will gain feedback,
although there are direct feedback and indirect feedback.

After meme undergoes four stages of life cycle, the
meme has to complete the cycle over and over again so
that it can be successful and reproductive.

4. Generative and Developmental
Mechanism of Chinese Internet
Language

In order to know the generative and developmental
mechanism of Chinese Internet language, definition of
Chinese Internet language, origin and development of
Chinese Internet language, features of Chinese Internet
language, crucial factors that to affect Chinese Internet
language, generative mechanism and developmental
mechanism need to be discussed.

4.1. Definition of Chinese Internet Language

According to Yu (2001), the definition of Chinese
Internet language is that Chinese Internet language is the
product of Internet. The ways that people express their
thoughts and feelings in the virtual space is distinct from
those in real life, so some people create a strange,
annoying and obscure language. In order to improve
input speed, most netizens transform some Chinese and
English words, connecting them with pictures and
symbols. From the perspective Chinese standard,
Chinese characters, English letters and numbers mix up
together will generate some strange characters, wrong
characters and incorrect sentences. However, Chinese
Internet language is still loved by netizens.

Liu (2002) defined Chinese Internet language as a
language that appears, commonly used and related to the
network and thought that Chinese Internet language has
its broad and narrow sense.

As was exhibited by Zhou (2001, cited in Yu) Chinese
Internet language has three categories: a) jargon related
to Internet; b) special expressions related to Internet;
c¢)commonly used language in chat rooms and forums.

Yin (2002)!'® proposed that people cannot simply
define Internet language as language because it is only
used on the network. Same as scientific language and
professional language, Internet language is a form of
language used by a special social group, which is
different from common language in daily life. Essentially,
as a social variance of the modern language, it changes

with the type or style of the language depending on the
differences of the language carriers.

4.2. Origin and Development of Chinese Internet
Language

With the emergence and development of computers and
multimedia technology, people tend to express their
thoughts and feelings by online platform such as chat
rooms or forums and etc. Other than western countries,
Chinese Internet language didn’t appear until China
establish an all-round connection to Internet in 1994. The
data revealed that “the Internet penetration rate in China
increased from 38.3% to 47.9% from 2011 to 2014, with
the number from 513 million to 649 million.” (2015, p.8)
The large number of netizens and their interaction online
will result in the appearance of Chinese Internet language.
Chinese Internet language has its rich historical culture
connotation, which is an outcome of social culture and
social psychology. As the fourth new media after
newspaper, broadcast and television, network offers a
material base to Chinese Internet language.

Wu (2008)'71 believed that the development of
Chinese Internet language went through three periods: a)
preliminary development of Chinese Internet language.
In this period, People had a state of mind to pursue
novelty, to pursue material possessions and to enjoy
sensuality influenced by reform and opening up policy.
And young netizens dared to challenge the traditional
views, dared to innovate. Even though they made typing
errors, they didn’t get blamed. Conversely, this mistake
was recognized by forums and conventional medias. This
was the first generation of Chinese Internet language
which mainly focused on writing errors. b) growth of
Chinese Internet language. Owe to the enhance of
Internet and improvement of netizens’ quality, the feature
of Chinese Internet language changed. People tend to
write characters in pinyin or in abbreviation of Chinese.
They liked to mix Chinese with symbols, numbers or
English letters. c) rational development and evolution of
Chinese Internet language. During this period, netizens
became rational, so few negative words were created.
With publicity of mass media, Chinese Internet language
easily spread out in people’s daily life. Compared with
previous Internet language, semantics, phonetics, context,
and tenor in this period tend to be rational.

4.3. Features of Chinese Internet Language

Lexical Features

The first lexical feature of Chinese Internet language
is abbreviation, which can be segmented into abbreviated
Chinese and abbreviated English.

Some abbreviated Chinese characters change the
original meaning, for example, “genius” means “inborn
idiot”. And some abbreviated Chinese characters keep
the original meaning, for instance, “qin” in pinyin means
“dear” which has three characters in Chinese previously.
The rest is abbreviated Chinese pinyin, such as GG
means “brother”; JJ means “sister’”; MM means “young
lady”; WBD means “bastard”. There are also abbreviated
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English like BB means “baby”; BTW means “by the
way”’; IC means “I see” and so on.

Nevertheless, some words which has been changed
the initial meaning are created. These words still keep the
original forms, but metaphor and metonymy have been
used to extend or transfer the meaning, therefore, the
meanings of the words are totally different from the past.
For example, the meaning of “dinosaur” is ‘“ugly
woman”; the meaning of “throw up” is “object or hate
something”; the meaning of “ upstairs or downstairs” is
“articles above all or as follows”.

Phonetic Features

The most dominant phonetic feature of Chinese
Internet language is homonym, which also consists of
numerical homonyms, Chinese character homonyms and
English homonyms.

According to the pronunciations of numbers from 1 to
10, people invent some words that are easy to remember
and communicate. This is what we called numerical
homonym. For instance, “7758” stands for “kiss me”;
“7456” stands for “ it ticks me off”’; “9494” stands for
“yes, that’s it”. In this case, it is more convenient for
netizens to type the words to communicate with others,
which saves plenty of time.

As for Chinese character homonyms, in addition to
the consideration of convenient input, they often have a
sense of humor. The case in this point is that “pear” (yali)
symbolizes “pressure”, which shares a similar
pronunciation with the fruit in Chinese. Moreover,
jam(guojiang) is a symbol of “you flatter me”;
bamboo(banzhu) is a symbol of “moderator”.

Since the globalization deepens, Chinese netizens

begin to use English homonyms to express their thoughts.

For instance, “yi mei er” represents “e-mail”, “heike”
represents “hacker”, “bake chicken” (hong bei ji)
represents “homepage”. All these words above all
transliterate English words into Chinese characters.

The second phonetic feature of Chinese Internet
language is compound. It combines number with English,
like “3Q” (thank you); “B4” (before) “ME 2 (me too).

The third phonetic feature of Chinese Internet
language is a dialect type, so Chinese Internet language
absorb “di” and “sa” in Hunan dialect and “an” in
northeastern dialect of China.

Writing Features

Identical like other nations, Chinese netizens produce
some words for the sake of surfing online. Many new
pictographic expressions are created by using various
symbols on the keyboard. Take smile for example, “: -"is
a fundamental smiling face; “: -D” is a happy smile with
lips parted ; ““: -) ”is a smile; “8 - ) is a smiling face only
for people who wear glasses; “; -) ” is a smile with ogle;
“1-D” means laugh out loud; “I-P” means burst into
laughter. In addition, “: -(” is a symbol of frustrate and
sadness; “- - is a symbol of wordless; “0.0” is a symbol
of surprise; “T T” stands for cry. Such marks originate
from Japanese cartoons, then they are applied in Internet
language. Today, they have more forms. “="" stands for
so on. “o0” stands for “I know”.

In summary, there are many features of Chinese
Internet language, one of which is a sense of imagery.

Netizens use signs system on the keyboard, which makes
Internet language more vivid. This is also exhibits
another feature---novelty. As far as I am concerned,
Internet language is free from regular grammar, so it
creates an opportunity for people to to generate varieties
of ideas. The reason why Internet language itself is more
innovative is that communication of information is
quicker online so that netizens tend to easily accept and
spread new words and new sentence structures.

Netizens chat with each other without seeing or
hearing others, so there is no use for them to choose the
language they use. And because of high speed of
information dissemination, the third feature of Chinese
Internet language is randomness, so it is tend to be
nonstandard. For simplicity and convenience, netizens
like to use abbreviation online or symbols. To some
extent, it does improve the efficiency of exchanging
information. Nonetheless, there are writing errors and
wrong sentence structures existing in Internet language,
which will have a bad influence on young people’s
learning in the future.

As is mentioned above, Chinese Internet language has
a sense of humor. It is said that more than 70% netizens
in China are young people under the age of 25. Chinese
Internet is younger in age than foreign countries, so
Internet language is full of vitality. What’s more, just as
other Internet language in the world, Chinese Internet
language keeps up with the current trend. Network
language is the derivative product of the rapid
development of Internet. Nowadays, the information
technology is changing with each passing day. Language
will also change constantly. The emergence of a network
language is closely related to the focus events in society,
such as the popularity of foreign culture, the publicity of
hot events, hot TV dramas, etc. Therefore, Internet
language is time-limited. If some words don’t meet the
need of social development, people will abandon them
immediately without hesitation.(they will forget them
gradually)

4.4. Crucial Factors to Affect Chinese Internet
Language

Economy

Culture is determined by economy and politics. It is a
reflection of local economy and politics. Chinese Internet
language, a small branch of Chinese culture, being
influenced by economy and politics.

With the rapid development of economy, China has
been connected to the Internet. That’s the foundation of
Chinese Internet language. In other words, Internet
provides a platform for language to grow up.

In order to realize the timeliness of communication,
netizens have to use figures, symbols or other ways to
express themselves because they can’t talk with each
other face-to-face in reality, which is the essential
difference between Internet language and everyday
language.

Due to the spontaneity of cultural market and
commercial nature of mass media, some medias make
Internet language vulgar to maximize click rate and
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interest. Whatever the law says, they do. On conclusion,
as an important factor, economy has a positive and
negative effect.

Politics

Politics also has a influence on Chinese Internet
language.

Internet is a kind of media that is full of openness,

equality and democracy and has weak political function.

This is because the revolutionary change of information
environment brought by virtual reality technology let
people no longer immerse in real communication
environment, which greatly liberate pre-consciousness of
human beings. To simplify it, Internet gives a right of
freedom to people. As the saying goes, “ on the Internet,
nobody knows that you are a dog.” The concealment of
users’ identity and obscurity of users’ images offer a
chance for netizens to exchange each others’ ideas freely.
For instance, in the chat room online, netizens can blame
government actions or leader’s behavior or give personal
suggestions on some national projects even though those
thoughts and practices are not very reasonable, rational
and appropriate. Netizens even created special words or
phrases to make fun of former leader.

Politics also has a guided function. In 2010, a new
word “ gei li ”(awesome/ How fantastic) from Chinese
Internet language became a hit after World Cup. Chinese
netizens even produce its English version: geilivable.
This word even appeared in headline of the People’s
Daily on November 10", 2010, which revealed that it is
undeniable that the Internet has become the most
convenient way for citizens to express their opinions and
participate in social management. The netizens’
discourse power and influence on Internet are becoming
more and more important. The official initiatively got
close to the Internet not only highlighted the strong
public opinion, but also reflected the progress of the
society. Because ““ gei li ” showed a positive attitude
towards life, it was praised and strongly popularized by
the People’s Daily. And it was spread out all over the
world. As one of ten top newspapers in the world, the
People’s Daily has its political function. Therefore, it
leaded people to carry forward or discard a Internet word
which demonstrates a kind of values.

Culture

Internet language is a variance of modern language,
which has its own characteristics and loveliness. At the
same time, Internet language as a branch of culture is
closely related to social life.

It is easy to find that Chinese Internet language is
deeply affected by popular TV dramas, novels, songs and
etc. For example, a few years ago, people were fond of
the legend of Zhen Huan, which was the one of the most
famous TV drama at that time. They loved it so much
that they even imitated the way that characters speak in
drama. Thus, they called it Zhen Huan style, which also
became a hit on Internet. Zhen Huan style was very
interesting because netizens favored the ancient and
tender way of speaking. As we all know, with a long
history, Chinese culture is rich, extensive and profound
and Zhen Huan style is a variation of unique royal words.
Netizens tend to understand and apply Zhen Huan style
in Internet language on account for Chinese long history.
This TV drama aroused people’s attention again.

Furthermore, Internet language is the carrier of
current culture, a miniature and a mirror of social change.
Life is bombarded with various news, and whether it is a
national event or trivial matter in daily life will attract
people’s attention. Internet language has been produced
on the basis of social culture such as entertainment news
or social news. For example, in 2015, a resignation letter
became a hot topic among people. A teacher who held a
post for 11 years decide to resign and she wrote a
sentence like “ we live in a big world and I want to have
a sightseeing” in her resignation letter. Finally, her leader
approved her decision. This sentence became a hit soon
and was supported by netizens because it reflected a
positive attitude towards life. Nowadays, citizens live a
stressful life. That’s the reason why this sentence
structure became popular on Internet.

Globalization

Current era is the era of globalization of economy and
science and technology. The English Company Ltd made
a statistic analysis of several countries according to
Eng.-co Mode. The table indicates the influence of
languages in the world. As is shown in the figure:

Tablel: the influence of languages in the world

Language English Germany French

Japanese Spanish Chinese Arabic Portuguese

influence 100 42 33

32 31 22 8 5

Because of historical and technical reasons, computer
and its machine language are designed based on English.
At present, the general computer language code is written
in English or its derivative form, which inevitably
determines the mainstream position of English in today's
network communication. Since 1994, China has
connected to the Internet, which embodied globalization.
According to the data, articles or videos about English
account for over 90%. Therefore, English plays a vital
role in Chinese Internet language.

Chinese Internet language always combines Chinese
with English. For example, some netizens make
sentences like “wo fu le you” (I hand it to you ); or “ ni
out” ( You are out of date ); “ ni hen man” ( You are a

2

macho person ); “ high qi lai ” ( cheer up ). Besides,
many English abbreviations are applied in Chinese
Internet language. For instance, APEC( Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation ); CET ( College English Test );
ATM ( Automatic Teller Machine ). The third category is
a combination of Chinese and English semantic loans
such as “chocolate” (qiao ke li), “ballet” (ba lei),
“disco”(di si ke) and “guitar” (ji ta). The last category is
a combination of Chinese and English transliterated
words and English semantic loans such as “miniskirt”(mi
ni qun), “milk-shake”(nai xi) and “beer”(pi jiu).
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4.5. Generative Mechanism

Transmission

In memetics, memes can infect the brains of other
people, and once a person is infected by this "virus", they
will parasitize in his mind. In the coming months and
years, this person will spread the memes to others or his
next generation. Memes can be something relevant to
culture, for example, slogans, tag lines, songs, inventions
and fashions.

As has been mentioned above, transmission is the
first stage of life cycle of memes and it is also a part of
generative mechanism. Sun Binwen and Zhang chong
(2011)131 think that during the transmission phrase, three
characteristics need to be met. The first one is the ability
of copying. The second one is copy-fidelity, and the last
one is medium.

The ability of copying means that its fitness, usually,
if the meme is easy to be widely disseminated, and
memes become more prosperous. Taking a Chinese
Internet language “gei 1i” (awesome) for example, The
basic reason why is popular is that it is satisfied with the
expression of potential hosts, thus it has a strong ability
to copy.

Copy-fidelity is a standard to judge whether the
meme is successful because memes will evolve or be
destroyed during the transmission phrase. Therefore,
there must be a balance between evolution capacity and
copy-fidelity. For example, Chinese netizens translated
“gei li” into “geilivable”, which suggested that this meme
evolved and succeeded.

Memes are encoded by hosts and mediums, so there
is a close relationship between memes and mediums.
Memes must be able to survive in medium, and the
medium itself must survive. For instance, the Internet
language “gei li” was first created by Internet and then it
spread out through newspapers like the Peoples Daily or
other newspapers. In this case, both mediums and memes
survived.

Decoding

There are several factors to affect decoding, one of
which is understanding and interest. If the host can't
understand this meme or the means of communication,
this meme can not continue to the infection stage. That is
why the host must understand the meme and show
his/her interest. The case in this point is that only when
Chinese Internet language is really understood and loved
by netizens or common people in daily life can we say
that it has finished the first stage of decoding.

One of factors that influence decoding is assimilation
and dissimilation. Assimilation of memes will generate a
positive sense of belonging and release their assimilation
ability. On the contrary, dissimilation of memes will
make the host automatically oppose the memes that are
not suitable for controlling the cognitive structure. It
causes strong emotional reactions or negative attitudes
towards memes. The assimilation of meme is a direct
transmission without altering the content of information.
Taking a Chinese Internet language “gei li”, once it
appeared on the People’s Daily, it was completely copied
by netizens and common people. It became a hit on
Weibo, Wechat, QQ and BBS soon. Conversely, the

dissimilation of memes is in the case of retaining the
original structure and form, original memes change into
new words or change the position of certain words under
the original framework of language, thus producing new
meaning. For example, a Chinese Internet slang became
prevalent in 2009. It was a sentence structure: I am not
doing something, but something. Therefore, many people
imitated the way of speaking. They made a number of
sentences like: I am not singing a song, but loneliness. / I
am not eating noodles, but loneliness.

The final factor is the ability of decoding. Memes
must ensure that their hosts are likely to decode for new
potential hosts. Most information are easily decoded by
man-made mediums and storage mediums. It is worth
noting that some memes improve fitness by increasing
the difficulty of decoding, which can be illustrated with
examples. There are a great many styles or genres in
Chinese Internet language, so other people do not
understand specific languages in some groups. Others
find it difficult to understand what “ carry ” means.
However, those people who play computer games like
League of Legend or Dota know it very well. It means
“ heroes who output the main force to attract gankers in
other team”. If someone carry the whole team, it means
that the team are more likely to succeed.

4.6. Developmental Mechanism

Infection to Encoding

After decoding, memes become a part of the host's
mental framework, which is infection. If someone cannot
remember the meme, that is not infection. There are also
some factors to estimate whether infection happens. The
first one is the ability to fit the cognitive structure.
Memes must be suitable for existing cognitive structure
of the host, which has aroused people’s serious attention.
For instance, “za xin le lao tie” was in vogue on webcast
at the beginning, but other netizens do not know what it
is “ lao tie”. “ lao tie ” means best friend in northern
dialect of China. The whole sentence means something
that really touch you and make you sad or moved. In
order to let others accept the meme (know the meaning
of the sentence) and infect others, some netizens
reconstruct host’s cognitive structure by explaining and
making memes.

The second factor that can have a influence on
infection is threats and temptations. Most memes use
threats and temptations to make host accept them. Threat
is more convincing than temptation because people pay
more attention to potential risk. Threatening memes often
surpass tempting memes.

The third factor is storage time. The longer the host is
infected by memes, the greater the possibility of
spreading to other potential hosts. Nevertheless, the risk
of variation becomes greater at the same time. Taking
Chinese Internet language for example, many Internet
slang is time-limited although it might be in vogue for a
while and then forgotten by people. “Sofa” created by
Chinese netizens is a word to describe the person who
firstly leaves a comment on forum or blog. Nowadays,
this word is out of date and seldom people use it because
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it was prevalent over 10 years ago. The best time to
spread out has gone, so it’s less likely to be transmitted
by people.

And the final factor is viability. The survival of
memes depends on whether this meme can process and
utilize the following questions in the host's mind or not. a)
External alienation memes. Infection may be resisted by
alienation memes. After memes are active, the alienation
memes are likely to counteract their influence. Alienation
memes do not explicitly target their opponents, they only
offset the infection of the other memes. In order to ensure
the survival of themselves, memes must be able to be
against attack from alienation memes. Many memes
which are incorrect and stubborn have strong vitality,
such as ingrained customs, habits or mind-sets, etc. It is
undeniable that Chinese Internet language strongly
affected by other languages due to the deep-going pace
of globalization. For example, some people are fond of
Korean pop stars and become their fans. A Korean
sentence has been translated into Chinese. When fans
want their idols to be successful and famous, they will
wish like “ my idol is on the way filled with flowers”.
However, this sentence( Internet language ) were not
accepted and understood by other netizens. If this
meme(this sentence) intends to infect other hosts, it must
withstand the alienation memes. b) Immunity. If a meme
can make the host assimilate or deposit in the alienation
meme, it must deal with the external alienation memes
and competitors to protect itself, which is immunity. c)
University. If meme can be widely explained or widely
accepted, it will have a strong appeal and it is easily
accepted by people. It is important for the infection of
memes to conform to local culture and values. For
instance, a hot Internet word “ China Dream” indicates
fresh ideas, embodies friendly style, meets the need of
patriotic feeling of Chinese people. The basic implication
of this word is to make the whole country prosperous and
strong, realize national rejuvenation and make people
live happily. Thus, people feel resonates and this word is
successful to infect everyone.

Spread

After infecting the new hosts, the meme continues to
develop to affect the hosts’ behavior and language, and
the hosts will encode them and temporarily store them in
consciousness and thought. When the conditions are met,
the host will choose the appropriate memes and
disseminate them in the most ideal way.

One of the factors that memes need to realize is
trigger and motivation. Hosts will not disseminate a
specific meme automatically. He must have a
motivation.Which is to say, he must have a particular
stimulation, which is a trigger mechanism. This
mechanism is to encourage hosts to transmit the memes.
For instance, the postings on the Internet for the people
of Zhouqu were reprinted by thousands of netizens
because a severe mudslide happened in Zhouqu in 2010.
The trigger mechanism is that blessing and praying for
the people of Zhouqu will bring comfort to the people in
the disaster area. If people pray for them, it will also
bring them happiness. Thus, people want to reprint this
posting, which has also showed that the trigger
mechanism cannot contradict common sense.

The other factor to define whether memes spread out
successfully is feedback, including direct feedback and
indirect feedback. Direct feedback is a direct reflection of
the effort to disseminate memes. Is there a new host
infected? Is the host you choose is the suitable medium?
On the other hand, indirect feedback takes into account
how often you recognize these memes in different
mediums. Do many people accept and use this meme?
Positive feedback strengthens belief in memes and
encourages transmission of meme while negative
feedback has a counterproductive influence. If this meme
fails to cope with negative feedback, negative feedback is
strong enough to kill memes in the original hosts. There
is no doubt that the popularity of Chinese Internet
language of every year has a positive feedback and
negative feedback. By transmitting on the network, these
Internet slang (memes) are widely accepted and
understood by most of netizens.

To sum up, life cycle of memes is dynamic,
developmental and spiraling rather than repeated simply.
Aiming at surviving and copying, memes must finish
four stages of life cycle and promise the low variance
even though variance is unavoidable. If memes cannot
finish the life cycle, they will not survive. They have to
deal with and conquer the challenges and obstacles
during the life cycle. Otherwise, memes cannot generate
and develop.

5. Conclusions

This paper mainly introduces about memetics theory put
forward by Dawkins, analyzes the generative and
developmental mechanism of Chinese Internet language
with memetics and describes features of Chinese Internet
language from the perspective of lexicology and
linguistics. As a meme, the origin and development of
Chinese Internet language follow the rule of life cycle of
memes proposed by Bjarneskans. There are four stages
of life cycle: transmission, decoding, infection to
encoding and spread. Moreover, the origin and
development of Chinese Internet language are affected
by many factors including economy, politics, culture and
globalization.

Due to the short history of Chinese Internet language,
the studies of it is far from enough. Few studies combine
this topic with memetics. An urgent and significant task
for today’s researchers is to figure out the connection
between Chinese Internet language and memetics, and to
build a corpus of Chinese Internet language.

Memetics is a good theory to explain Chinese Internet
language, since almost all the cultural elements follow
the rules. It is useful and important to use memetics
theory to present Chinese Internet language. It is also
essential to use other theories to state and explain
Chinese Internet language or future researchers can
discuss Chinese Internet language in terms of other fields
such as psychology, cross-cultural communication. Since
the development of globalization, the relationship
between China and other foreign countries becomes
intimate. It is worth to research the comparison between
Chinese Internet language and English Internet language.



SHS Web of Conferences 187, 01011 (2024)

ESSC 2023

https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/202418701011

Appendix:

Chinese Internet slang from 2008 to 2017

2008

da jiang you (buy soy sauce/pass by)

zhai nan; zhai nv (indoorsman; indoorswoman)

zuo fu wo cheng (do push ups)

cha yao ji (psoas muscle)

jiong, mei (embarrassed; humiliating)

lei ren (shocking)

shan zhai (fake)

bu cha gian (not short of money)

ge chou de bu shi yan, shi ji mo (What I am smoking is not a cigarette, but loneliness.)

2009

ni ma han ni hui jia chi fan (Your mother called you home for dinner.)

Ren sheng jiu xiang cha ji, shang mian bai man le bei ju
(Life is like a tea table, with various tragic cups spread on it.)

bu yao mi lian ge, ge zhi shi ge chuan shuo (Don't be obsessed with me, I am a legend!)

jin tian ni tou cai le ma (Have you stolen the vegetables today?) (a game)

ni out le (You are outdated.)

ni you shen me bu kai xin de shi, shuo chu lai rang da jia kai xin yi xia
(If you have anything unhappy, speak up and make everyone happy.)

zhe shi bu neng shuo tai xi (I can’t really talk too much.)

shen ma dou shi fu yun (Everything is nothing.)

gei li (awesome)

2010

yi ge fei chang jian nan de jue ding (a very difficult decision)

xan mu ji du hen (green with envy)

ya li (pressure)

bei ju (tragedy)

hold zhu (handle)

you mu you (have you...?)

2011

shang bu gi (vulnerable)

mai meng (act cute)

keng die (be cheated)

dan ding (calm down)

pu tong ging nian, wen yi qing nian, 2B qing nian (normal youth, literary youth, dumb youth)

zheng neng liang (positivity)

ni xing fu ma (Are you happy?)

Yuan Fang, ni zen me kan (Yuan Fang, What do you think?)

2012

tang zhe ye zhong giang (an innocent bystander caught in the crossfire)

XX style

gao fu shuai (tall, rich and handsome)

zhong guo shi (Chinese style)

he qi liao (why to withdraw treatment?)

tu hao, wo men zuo peng you ba(nouveaux rich, let’s make friends)

wo he wo de xiao huo ban dou jing dai le (My friends and I were both stunned.)

2013

gan jue bu hui zai ai le (I think I would not love again.)

nv han zi (tough women)

Gao duan da qi shang dang ci, di diao she hua you nei han
(Air quality on high-end, low-key luxury connotation)

meng meng da (so cute)

ye shi zui le (I am speechless.)

xian zai zheng ge ren dou bu hao le (I am not feeling well right now.)

lie xing gie zhen xi (cherish the moment)

2014

hua mian tai mei wo bu gan kan (I can't bear the sight of that !)

ni jia li ren zhi dao ma (Do your family know about it?)

mai mai mai (impulse buys)

you gian ren xing (wealthy and wayward)

zhong yao de shi ging shuo san bian (Important things should be repeated three times.)

shi jie na me da, wo xiang qu kan kan (The world is so big that I want to have a look.)

ni men cheng li ren zhen hui wan (This isn’t a real-life in the country! )

wo xiang jing jing (leave me alone)

2015

xia si bao bao le(You scared me to death.)

nei xin ji hu shi beng kui de (My heart is almost shattered.)

zhu yao kan qi zhi (It depends on one’s characters.)

Ming ming ke yi kao lian, que pian pian yao kao cai hua
(She wastes his beautiful face by making a living by his talent.)

lan shou xiang gu (I am so sad that I want to cry.)

gou dai (go to hell)
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hong huang zhi li (Prehistoric Power)

2015

lao si ji (veteran)

you yi de xiao chuan (a friendship boat)

Xiao mu biao (small target)

mei xiang dao ni shi zhe yang de XX (I didn't expect you to be like this, XX)

za xin le lao tie (My heart's broken, old fellow.)

pi pi xia wo men zou (Mantis shrimp,let’s go)

2016

ni de liang xin bu hui tong ma (How can you reconcile it to your conscience?)

Wen zhu, wo men neng ying (Hold on, we can win.)

ni you freestyle ma (Do you have freestyle?)

jing bu jing xi, yi bu yi wai (Surprised? Shocked?)

2017

xiao quan quan chui ni xiong kou (little fists pounding your chest)

da call (cheer for somebody)
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